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New rules spark 
homeless fears 


Disabled people could end up on the streets as a result of new housing laws. 


From October this year, peo- 
ple living alone in private rented 
accommodation will only 
receive Housing Benefit equiva- 
lent to the cost of renting a 
room in a shared house. 

The Housing Benefit and Tax 
Benefit (General) Amendment 
regulations 1997 will save the 
Government more than £90 
million a year and will apply to 
everyone under 60. 

The 6,000 people who receive 
severe disability premium will 


be exempt. 
The Royal Association of Dis- 
ability and Rehabilitation 


(RADAR) said the rules could 
affect thousands of disabled 
people, making many homeless. 


RADAR and housing charity 
Shelter said it would force many 
tenants to move into rooms in 
shared accommodation. 

According to Government fig- 
ures, at least 5,000 disabled 
people are already homeless, 
and RADAR fears that will 
increase because few hostels are 
accessible. 

Marie Pye, RADAR’s housing 
officer, said: “You try finding a 
house in shared accommoda- 
tion that is wheelchair accessi- 
ble. If you’ve got a visual 
impairment, shared homes 
could be very dangerous 
because other people in the 
house could move furniture or 
kitchen equipment.” 
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Post Code 


Ms Pye added: “I think a lot of 
disabled people will end up 
homeless because of this. There 
will be disabled people who 
won’t be able to find accessible 
shared accommodation and 
there will be nowhere for them 
to go.” 

Christine Macleod, 39, from 
Brent, in London, has Myalgic 
Encephalomyelitis (ME). 

She lives alone and receives 
£110 per week in housing bene- 
fit. In October, Christine will 
only receive £35 for single room 
rent. 

She said: “I just don’t know 
what Ill do because I can’t con- 
template living in one room. | 
spend a lot of time at-home and 
I just can’t contemplate sharing 
the rest of the house with other 
people where I can’t control the 
environment. The process of 
moving was absolutely trau- 
matic and I’m really frightened 
at the thought of having to do it 
again.” 

Liberal Democrat social secu- 
rity and disability spokesper- 
son, Liz Lynne, said: “What a 
sad state of affairs this country 
has reached. These regulations 
will have a devastating impact 
for many people.” 

The Government’s own social 
security advisory committee 
advised against the changes until 
an assessment had been carried 
out on the effects of the same 
regulations, which were brought 
in for under-25s last year. 

“The Liberal Democrats are 
committed to reversing this 
cule.” 

Tom Clarke, Shadow Minister 
for Disabled People, said: “The 
cuts will make life harder for 
disabled people. Labour will 
immediately review the pro- 
posed cuts in housing benefit. 

“However, we believe that an 
important and fair way to 
reduce the bill is to clamp down 
on fraud.” 
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Access anger: Disabled activist Brenda Hillditch of Direct Action Net- 
work is dragged away by police after the group stopped an under- 
ground train, chained themselves to buses and blocked roads in April, 


to demand accessible public transport in the capital. BRENT MOORE 
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2 News 


A High Court ruling that coun- 
cils can make pensioners pay for 
residential care until their sav- 
ings are spent could herald a 
return to the Poor Law, charities 
claim. 

Mr Justice Howett ruled in 
March that Sefton Metropoli- 
tan Borough Council in 
Merseyside was entitled to take 
its Own resources into account 
when deciding whether it had a 
duty to provide residential care, 
in line with a House of Lords 
ruling on council funds a week 
earlier (DN April). 

He said the local authority 
had no duty to provide residen- 
tial care for anyone who had 
enough to pay for it themselves. 
But he added that the authority 


need not stick to Government 
guidelines introduced last April. 
Under these, people with sav- 
ings of less than £10,000 should 
not pay at all, those with 


between £10,000 and £16,000 © 


should contribute, and those 
with more than £16,000 should 
pay all costs. 

Before the ruling, Sefton had 
charged for residential care for 
some people with savings of 
more than £1,500. 

The case was brought by the 
charity Help the Aged for two 
disabled pensioners in residen- 
tial care, Cyril Pinch, 92, and 
Charlotte Blanchard, 86. 

Mr Pinch had been placed in 
council-funded residential care 
but the authority imposed its 


£1,500 threshold when he came 
into some money. The judge 
said this was illegal and ordered 
his contributions to be restored. 
Mrs Blanchard had paid her 
care bills from the start and 
applied for help once her sav- 
ings fell below £16,000. The 
judge ruled that she should con- 
tinue to pay. 

Help the Aged director general, 
Michael Lake, said: “Money has 
now become the _ over-riding 
issue. The phrase ‘duty to care’ 
no longer has a meaning.” 

A spokesman for Sefton said 
that the council had to set care 
priorities: “There were people 
in greater need of care than peo- 
ple who moved into care homes 
voluntarily.” 


Geordies slam gene centre 


Disabled activists have con- 
demned a new centre which will 
carry out genetic research in 
Newcastle. 

The £54 million National Lot- 
tery funded-International Cen- 
tre for Life is being built with 
backing from the Tyne and 
Wear Development Corpora- 
tion (TWDC) and will include 
exhibition areas and research 
laboratories. 

But activists from the North 
East Direct Action Network 


(NEDAN) have likened the 
research to Nazi eugenics and 
say the money would be better 
spent on access 
around the city. 

An Accessible Cities project 
(put forward by the city coun- 
cil) was not successful in its bid 
for millenium fund money. 

Posters were put up at the site 
by activists at 3am on 28 March 
to protest against the centre. 

A DAN spokesperson said: “By 
promoting genetic research at 
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The Lewis Reed Group 


474 Woodchurch Rd., Prenton, Birkenhead, Wirral, 
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the centre they are perpetuating 
the idea that the lives of disabled 
people are of less value than that 
of non-disabled people.” 
Alastair Balls, TWDC chief 
executive, said: “I’m sure most 
people would like to know at 
least the trigger which creates 
diseases and to see if it is pos- 
sible to deal with that trig- 
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RNID picks 
new boss 


The Royal National Institute 
for Deaf People (RNID) has 
appointed a new deaf chief 
executive as the row over the 
resignation of former boss 
Doug Alker rumbles on. 

James Strachan, a high-flyer in 
the banking world, who has 
already worked as a consultant 
for the charity, took over in 
April. 

But there are rumours that 
supporters of Mr Alker are call- 
ing on members of the RNID 
to press for an emergency gen- 
eral meeting and a no confi- 
dence vote in the charity’s 
leadership, after Mr Alker 
resigned amid disagreements 
with chairman David Liver- 
more (DN April). 
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required 
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* Tailored posture 
support 
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The ideal chair for the more disabled user 


A medal sportsman: Blind ath- 
lete Andrew Curtis, from 
Bridlington, (left) has been 
named Yorkshire’s sports per- 
sonality of the year for winning 
a bronze and silver medal in 
track events at last year’s Para- 
lympics. 
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Internet rescue 

A disabled man with cerebral 
palsy who collapsed at his com- 
puter was traced by ambulance- 
men via the Internet. 

John Elliott, in Didcot, 
Oxfordshire, was talking to 
friend Dee Dobyne in Chicago 
when he fell ill. She phoned 
British police who helped track 
him down. 


Drug cost ruling 


Ken Fisher, who has multiple 
sclerosis, is to challenge North 
Derbyshire health authority 
over its refusal to fund his 
treatment with the new drug 
beta interferon. 

Mr Fisher, 33, from Dronfield, 
near Sheffield, is taking his case 
to the high court after he was 
prescribed the £10,000-a-year 
drug. 


Charitable Camilla 


Camilla Parker Bowles is to 
become patron of the National 
Osteoporosis Society. Her 
mother and grandmother both 
died of the bone condition. 


Europe takes notice 


Anti-discrimination proposals 
for the European Union are 
back on the table after being 
deleted earlier this year from the 
revised draft Treaty of Europe. 
The clause, inserted under the 
Irish presidency last year, was 
removed after the Dutch took 
over the presidency in December. 
The treaty which outlines how 
the European Union is run is 
due to be signed in June when 
Greece takes over the presidency. 
The main opponents of the 
clause are Britain, Germany, 
Denmark and Holland. 


Abbey’s good habit 


Abbey National has produced 
an audio tape to help blind cus- 
tomers understand financial 


services. 
Call 0131-662 4445 for a free 


copy. 


New benefits book 


The Child Poverty Action 
Group (CPAG), which pub- 
lished its 1997-98 guides to the 
benefits system in April, is call- 
ing for urgent Government 
action to halt the privatisation 
of benefit agencies, improve the 
take-up of benefits and quality 
of service. The National Welfare 
Benefits Handbook and _ the 
Rights Guide to Non-means- 
Tested Benefits are available 
from CPAG, 1-5 Bath Street, 
London EC1V 9PY. | 


Correction 

From DN’s March issue: 

The West of England Centre for 
Integrated Living (WECIL) 
telephone number is 0117-983 
9839. 


Over the 
Moon... 


Chris Moon, 
who lost a hand 
and a leg clear- 
ing mines for a 
charity in 
Africa has com- 


pleted the Great Sahara Run beat- 


ing many non-disabled entrants 
in the process (DN April). 
Former army officer Chris, the 
only disabled runner in the com- 
petition, came 283rd out of 350. 
The race involved running 
seven marathons across the 
Sahara desert in six days in 
April. He has raised £50,000 for 
the Red Cross to help mine 


casualties. Tel: (0345) 315315. 


No sense 


New developments in educa- 
tion for children with multi- 
sensory impairments are under 
threat by changes to local 
authorities and lack of money 
says deafblind charity, Sense. 

The charity surveyed all local 
education authorities (LEAs), 
specialist non-maintained and 
independent schools. 

Sense found that fewer deaf- 
blind children were being 
referred to specialist schools in 
the non maintained — sector 
because of cash restrictions. 


Sense’s education officer, 
Eileen Boothroyd, said: 
“Many unitary authorities 


may not be large enough to 
fund the specialist services 
that deafblind children so des- 


perately need.” 


Testing fears are real 


Disability groups and doctors 
have condemned a new Euro- 
pean rule, allowing medical 
research on disabled people 
without their consent. 

The rule could affect people 
with learning disabilities and 
those in a Persistent Vegetative 
State (PVS). 

It allows research into peo- 
ple’s conditions without evi- 
dence that it would benefit 
them personally. 

The Council of Europe Con- 
vention on Human Rights and 
Biomedicine, signed by 21 
countries in April, has not been 
signed by Britain, but the 


sider doing so after the election. 

Rachel Hurst, chair of Dis- 
abled People’s International 
European Region, said: “It is 
using people who cannot speak 
for themselves. Once you open 
those floodgates it is very dan- 
gerous.” 

Dr Peggy Norris, chair of 
Against Legalised Euthanasia — 
Research and Teaching 
(ALERT), said: “The British 
Government should not sign.” 

Meanwhile, a 29-year-old 
severely brain damaged woman 
is to be allowed to die, even 
though she does not meet the 
guidelines defining a PVS. 

Sir Stephen Brown, president 


of the High Court Family Divi- 
sion, agreed in March that she 
had no meaningful life and gave 
permission for artificial feeding 
to be removed. 

But 30-year-old Andrew 
Devine who was brain damaged 
in the Hillsborough disaster, 
has partially emerged from PVS 
and is able to communicate sim- 
ple ideas. 

Ms Hurst said: “All these bio- 
ethical issues are tied together, 
whether abortion on the grounds 
of disability, euthanasia, or genetic 
engineering. 

“Tt is a really grave issue for all 
of us. We need the protection of 
human rights.” 


British Government will con- 


Happy ending: Gareth Dixon, 12, who has cerebral palsy as a result of difficulties at his birth in Hereford 


County Hospital, with mother Elaine, after being awarded £1.47 million damages. 
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“Where caring comes naturally” 


FMS Eagle 
Series 3 and 4 


* 25 mile range 

* Easy to use controls 
* Takes 20 stone 

* Easily dismantled 
*4mph 

* 8mph available 


2 YEAR WARRANTY 
| 1 YEAR’S FREE INSURANCE 


“IT COSTS YOU LESS WHEN YOU CHOOSE FMS” 


We have a large selection of new and used three and four wheeled scooters, and 
also electric wheelchairs. We offer part exchange and also purchase used vehicles. 


FREE HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
WE’LL COME TO YOU 
PHONE NOW!! 01895 622268 
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Considering buying a 
mobility vehicle in the next 
few months? Then you 
should know about a new, 
free advisory booklet which 
will undoubtedly help you 
to make the right decision. 


The easy to read booklet 
contains all the answers you 
need to make sense of what 
can be a complicated affair. 
It tells you about all the 
different models available, 
how they work, what 
happens when they go 
wrong and the best way to 
go about buying a scooter 
or powerchair. 


“The In’s and Out’s of 
buying a mobility vehicle” 
also arms you with a series 


“HOW TO CHOOSE A 
POWERCHAIR OR 
SCOOTER AND AVOID 
COSTLY MISTAKES” 


New, free booklet explains and guides, 
ensuring that you make the right decision 


of questions that you will 
want to ask before you make 
your mind up, giving you all 
the information before you 
make the important choice. 


Get all the facts. Produced 
by the Mobility Matters 
Network of mobility 
specialists “The In’s and 
Out’s of buying a mobility 
vehicle” is available now, free 
of charge. All you have to do 
is simply call our 24 Hour 
booklet Request Line on 
0990 134 130 or write to 
Mobility Matters, Dept 
DN5S/97 Freepost NH0170, 
Kettering NN14 6YA. A 
booklet will be sent to you 
within 14 days from one of 
the Mobility Matters local 
Distributors. 
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4 News 


Deaf peopl 


high and dry 


London pubs are banning large 
groups of deaf people because 
of crowd control problems. 

The Stag Tavern in Victoria 
banned 300 deaf people in Febru- 
ary and at least two other pubs in 
the area have followed suit. 

Matthew James, from Read- 
ing, has attended some of the 
social gatherings. He said: “I 
have experienced real cases of 
discrimination at the door. I 
have seen about a dozen deaf 
people denied entrance but have 
simply removed my hearing aid 
and not signed and managed to 
‘mumble’ my way through the 
doorman. There are cases when 
it is unfair and some cases when 

it becomes justifiable.” 

The Stag’s landlord, Steve Bof- 
fam, has reached a compro- 
mise. He is now closing his pub 
at 10.30pm on the first Friday of 
the month — the night deaf 
drinkers meet up. 

Spokesman for the Royal 
National Institute for Deaf Peo- 
ple (RNID), Tim Sargeant, said: 
“This highlights one of the prob- 
lems of the Disability Discrimi- 
nation Act (DDA), which allows 
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other laws to have priority. 

“Landlords, however, cannot 
turn people down or refuse to 
serve someone purely on the 
basis that they are deaf. If 
you’ve got an empty pub and 
people turn up, just because 


they are deaf they cannot be © 


refused service.” 

Gary Williams, public affairs 
manager of the British Deaf 
Association, said: “There is a 
history of deaf people being dis- 
criminated against in pubs, 
with landlords choosing to ban 
rather than learn how to cater 
for their deaf customers.” 


Deaf groups were first banned - 


in London seven years ago, 
when numbers at their meetings 
swelled, fights followed and 
police were called. 

Other pubs have not called off 
their bans. Assistant manager 
of the Shakespeare Tavern in 
Victoria, Remzi Ademi, said: 
“Because we had all this trouble 
we had to stop the group meet- 
ings. Things were getting out of 
hand. We were losing our regu- 
lars who could not fit in the 
pub.” . 


en 


difficult, 


rise Mobility - 


life got 


People claiming disability bene- 
fits are to face tougher checks 
aimed at weeding out fraudsters 
after Government figures 
showed there were more people 
claiming Incapacity Benefit (IB) 
than Jobseekers Allowance 
(JSA). 

The numbers claiming IB (pre- 
viously Invalidity Benefit), have 
risen from 600,000 in 1979 to 
the present 1.75 million. This 


e Fraudst 


compares with 1.6 million peo- 
ple claiming JSA. 

The Government has said that 
many people are claiming dis- 
ability benefits fraudulently. 

It predicted 2.25 million peo- 
ple would fail the new test for 
IB, but only 160,000 people have 
since it was introduced in 1995. 

The Department of Social 
Security plans to use Govern- 
ment records to detect more 


POLLING 
STATION 


BO 


“Well, if you 


ers under fire 


fraud under the Social Security 
Fraud Act, which came into 
effect in March. 

Lorna Reith, director of the 
charity Disability Alliance, said: 
“The level of fraud which the 
Government said existed, does 
not. Many women have become 
eligible for the benefits for the 
first time and studies show that 
long-term unemployment has a 
negative effect on health.” 


‘re not prepared to go in and place your vote — 
how do you expect us to improve services for you ?!” 


out of doors, thanks to Sunrise. 


A range that meets your needs, from a 
company that exceeds your expectations. 


Every day people regain their freedom and independence, in and 


Every Sunrise Scoota, Powerchair and Stairlift has been 
exhaustively tested and researched by experts. 


Not only that, but every one of our products can be 
designed especially for you, to cater for your 
individual needs. 
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When life gets difficult Sunrise Mobility. 
is there to make it easy. 


FOR A COPY OF ANY OR ALL OF OUR 


COLOUR BROCHURES AND FREE 
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OR FILL IN AND POST THE COUPON. 
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IMPROVING PEOPLE'S LIVES 
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Send to: Sunrise Mobility, FREEPOST DD348, Brierley Hill, DY5 IBR. 


News 5 


Leading charities have refused 
to back a new advertising cam- 
paign which hopes to shake up 
the debate over the medicinal 
use of cannabis for people with 
multiple sclerosis and arthritis. 
The Alliance for Cannabis 
Therapeutics (ACT) launched 
the campaign after being 
approached by three advertis- 
ing executives who offered to 
work for free. 

Organiser of ACT, Sue Hodges, 
who has MS, said: “We want 
cannabis available now-and we 
also want research.” 

But spokesman for the MS Soci- 
ety, David Harrison, said: “We 
need research into cannabis. We 
do not believe it should be avail- 
able on prescription.” 

Director of communications for 
Arthritis Care, David Maple, 
said: “Without research into the 
possible side effects, it could be 
dangerous and we would not 
support a campaign.” 


1 CAN’T PRESCRIBE YOU A SAFE 


NATURALLY OCCURRING HERB 
HE PAIN OF MS. 
GIVE YOU HEROIN, 


Children ignored 


The specific needs of children in 
hospital are being ignored with 
services too often focusing on 
professional self-interest and 
old-fashioned trends, according 
to the all-party Health Select 
Committee. 

Its report on hospital services 
for children and young people 
said there was a lack of informa- 
tion available due partly to the 
fragmentation within services. 

It advised the Department of 
Health (DoH) to review the situ- 


ation, because good advice was 
often ignored. “Purchasers” con- 
tract specifications must be 
explicit that children’s services 
should comply with DoH good 
practice guidance.” 

Phillipa Russell, director of 
the Council for Disabled Chil- 
dren, said: “You could argue 
that these services are an invest- 
ment because better commu- 
nity services would lead to less 
use of acute beds and could 
avoid family breakdown.” 


Costly fall 


An Ulster man, paralysed from 
the waist down after falling off 
a bar stool, is suing the land- 
lord for £100,000. 

William Joy, 36, claimed the 
landlord of the former Copper 
Room Pub, John Newell, was 
negligent in letting him sit on a 
3ft stool while drunk. 

His barrister claims Mr 
Newell is in the wrong for “not 
seating him at a safe height”. 

Lawyers say the case could 
have huge implications for pubs 
throughout the UK. 


Mountway Limited 


are established UK market 
leaders in design and 
manufacture of portable 


Scare stories 


Doctors are seeking to reassure 
parents over the use of an 
epilepsy drug after media 
reports suggested it had caused 
children’s deaths. 

In March, drug firm Glaxo 
Wellcome wrote to doctors 
after clinical trials of the drug, 
Lamictal (lamotrigine) revealed 
it caused a higher incidence of 
serious skin rashes in children 
than was first thought. 

In the letter, the company 
describes new information 
relating to “severe, potentially 
life threatening skin reactions” 
associated with the drug and its 
use in children under 12. 

The research shows that 
between one in 300 and one in 


The Inland Revenue has 
assured disabled people they 
would get fair treatment under 
new rules for tax self assess- 
ment. 

A new form has been sent to 
8.5 million high earners and 
self-employed people in the UK. 
It has eight pages and several 
supplements and is available in 
braille and on audio tape. 

There will be penalties if tax- 
payers make mistakes, plus a 
£100 fine if they fail to return 
the form by 31 January 1998. 

Inland Revenue spokesman 
Eleanor Marks said: “We have 
a minicom system and can 
arrange interview rooms. Some 
of our offices are not accessible 
but we can arrange for some- 


100 children could suffer a seri- 
ous allergic reaction with some 
patients experiencing _ irre- 
versible scarring even when the 
medication has been with- 
drawn. 

Dr Frank Besag, medical 
director of St Piers Lingfield, a 
residential school for students 
with severe epilepsy, said: 
“Lamictal has far less adverse 
effects than most of the other 
drugs used for epilepsy.” The 
drug has caused less than five 
deaths around the world in 
recent years. 

Professor Simon  Shorvon, 
medical director of the 
National Society for Epilepsy, 
has advised people not to panic. 


Taxing request is fair 


one to go out to them.” 


For more information call the 
Inland Revenue, tel: 0645 000 
444, Monday-Friday, 5-10pm. 


DON’T HANG AROUND 


We'll help you with your tax 


Bi ReVenue 
loarer La prom 
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Get relief NOW from — 
HIGH & LOW BACKPAIN=« ARTHRITIS 
RHEUMATISM > CIRCULATION PROBLEMS 


TIGHT SHOULDERS *HIATUS HERNIA 
SWOLLEN LEGS/OEDEMA «RESPIRA N PROBLEMS 


out 


% 
relax ‘NN’ \eeyvetia 


ALL AT THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON 


bathlifts. 


The Neptune offers maximum 
leg room and safe comfortable 
bathing. Weighing only 9.5kg 
the Neptune is slimline so takes 
up very little room in the bath. 
The seat is easily removable 
from the frame which makes it 
even lighter to handle and gives 
greater access for cleaning. 


TAKE AWAY THE STRAIN OF SITTING DOWN 
AND STANDING UP WITH A Feslax betta 
RISER-RECLINER MULTI-PURPOSE PUSH 
BUTTON ADJUSTABLE CHAIR* 

“OPTIONAL FULL BODY MASSAGE 


ptr ot! 
iyculal! 
c 


ARANTEED 


—E WARRANTY (INCLUDED 


FULLY GU 


LIN HOUSE SERVIC 


DISCOUNT 
DISABLED On ELoERL y 


NOW 


FUL 


THE S\@eMboe Ka BED: HAS PROVEN TO 
BE A GREAT RELIEF TO PEOPLE IN PAIN FROM 
A VARIETY OF MEDICAL CONDITIONS! 
“OPTIONAL FULL BODY MASSAGE 


The Marina has the unique 

feature of allowing the user to 

recline giving greater 

immersion in the water. It has a 

3 position back which can be 
removed. The Marina folds flat for easy storage. 


NORMAL RAISE BACK RAISE LEGS RAISE BOTH 


For further informationcalF REE PHONE NOW! - 


=z 0800 614 2677 


Both bath lifts are held in place by four strong suction pads and carry a or SEND the coupon below FREE POST 


one year guarantee. We offer home demonstrations at no cost and 
with no obligation. 


For more information please telephone Mountway Limited 


01495 723300. 


post to: FEAXK ‘NM’ S\SeQOe La Freerost NWW1210, MANCHESTER. M12 9RS 
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6 News 


Safety first: Pupils with learning difficulties at Drumpark School in Lanarkshire enjoy the bikes and 
safety helmets bought with the £2,500 donated by British Steel (Industry) in Scotland. BSI 


BA flies foul 


A woman with multiple sclero- 
sis is planning legal action 
against British (BA) 
after she claims she was refused 
a flight from South Africa 
because she had no travelling 


Airways 


companion. 

Sarah Rose, 46, (right) from Rip- 
ley, said her flight booking was 
queried by BA at Durban Airport 
after she filled in a medical form 
which said she would need help 
getting to the toilet, with clothing 
and cutting up food. 

Mrs Rose said: “Singapore 
Airlines said I could fly to South 
Africa on my existing ticket but 
I would need another ticket 
from Durban to the UK. 


“My form & 
was then sent J 
to the London 
office — which 
said I could not 
fly unaccompa- 
nied. But being 
accompanied had never been an 
issue. My lawyer took ten days 
to persuade them to let me fly 
alone.” 

BA spokeswoman Laura 
DeVere said: “ Based on the ini- 
tial information, Mrs Rose did 
require a travel companion. 
However, she later advised the 
airline that she would not. Once 
this was clarified, our medical 
centre cleared her to travel.” 


DART cuts 


Members of central London 
Dial-A-Ride are only getting 
one trip a month because of 
cash shortages, the service’s 
annual conference heard. 

Many delegates said they were 
disillusioned with the service 
and that unless it had a major 
overhaul, it would fail to meet 
the needs of users and would 
never attract new customers. 

Chairman of Central London 
Dial-a-Ride, Bryan Heiser, said 
the real issues, such as funding, 
had been sidelined due to the 
General Election. 

“We need 100 times as much 
money. The members of central 
London are getting something 
like one trip a month.” 


UNISON—campaigning 
for equal rights for all 


Fourth National Delegate Conference 
Brighton Centre, 10 to 13 June 1997 


Make sure your branch delegate knows the issues 
that concern disabled people 


the public service union 


For more info on UNISON membership and 


services contact: 


UNISON Equalities section, 
Road, London, SE18 6SE. Tel: 0181 854 2244 
Fax: 0181 316 7770 Text phone: 0181 854 6335 


20 Grand Depot 


Health service 
fails children 


Children with learning disabili- 
ties get a raw deal from the NHS 
and local medical services, 
according to reports by two 
national charities. 

Mencap’s Left in the Dark sur- 
vey of 100 parents found that 93 
per cent were dissatisfied with 
the advice and information they 
were given by medical staff. 

The Mental Health Founda- 
tion’s report Dont Forget Us 
suggested many families with 
children with learning disabilities 
faced exclusion from services. 

Both paint a dismal picture for 
parents, with rationing and cut 
backs in health and social ser- 
vices leading to a lack of informa- 
tion and resources. 

Both charities claimed. there 
was a general lack of support 


services for parents with respite 
care one of the essential services 
being overlooked, and insensi- 
tivity in dealing with parents. 
Hayley Belcher, 25, from Mid- 
dlesex, has a two-year-old 
daughter, Michaela, who is 
blind and has cp. She said: “My 


daughter had a brain haemor- || 


rhage when she was a few 
months old. I was told she 
would be a vegetable by Great 
Ormond Street Hospital staff.” 
Phillipa Russell, director of the 
Council for Disabled Children, 
said: “We hope the reports will 
influence the Government and 
the health service to improve 
the integration of services.” 
© Mencap, tel: 0171-454 0454, 
Mental Health Foundation, 
tel: 0171-580 0145. 


CAN BE DONE 


TOURS AND HOLIDAYS FOR ALL 


When accessibility counts for so much in a holiday, look no further!! 


All the accommodation we recommend has been checked by one of 
our representatives. 


It’s impossible to list our full range of tours, overseas holidays, self- 
drive and adventure holidays in this limited space. 


So why not ask for our full colour brochure? 
CAN BE DONE LIMITED 
7-11 Kensington High Street, London W8 5NP 


Tel: 0181-907 2400 


G2 BIT@A 


The British Incoming Tour Operators Association 


Fax: 0181-909 1854 


ITS HERE 


THE ALL NEW 
INDEPENDENT" EXPERT 


FROM UNDER £13000-00 on-tTHE-ROAD 


DEMONSTRATION VEHICLE NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR TO ARRANGE A 
DEMONSTRATION OF THIS EXCITING NEW VEHICLE, 
PLEASE CONTACT :- 


RON OR BOB 
INTERBILITY LTD 
UNIT 21 
GUNNELS WOOD PARK 


TEL: 
(01438) 
747448 


STEVENAGE 
HERTS 
SG1 2BH 
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FAX: 
(01438) 
750319 


News 7 


Blind travellers in cuts victory 


Blind travellers in West York- 
shire have won a victory against 
the West Yorkshire Passenger 
Transport Authority (PTA), 
allowing them to_ keep free 
travel. 

About 300 blind campaigners 
from local branches of the 
National Federation of the 
Blind (NFB) marched on the 
Leeds-based PTA headquarters 


in March with a petition 
protesting against proposed 
travel increases. 

The previous month, the PTA 
had decided to introduce 
charges for blind people and to 
increase them for elderly and 
other disabled travellers on 
buses and trains, in a bid to save 
£10 million over two years. 

After the protests, private 


transport operators agreed to 
cut the money they would take 
from the authority to provide 
concessionary travel. 

Free travel in the area for blind 
people will remain but other 
disabled and elderly people still 
face increased charges. 

Barry Naylor, chair of the 
Leeds branch of NEB, said: 
“Blind people have sufficient 


difficulty getting about without 
messing about with money. 

“They already have their 
hands full with a stick, a guide- 
dog or shopping.” 

A spokesperson for the PTA, 
which gets its money from the 
five local authorities of West 
Yorkshire, said: “We are facing 
stringent financial problems. It 
does not get any easier.” 


More Scope 


Cerebral palsy charity Scope 
has launched a_ partnership 
with Talk Radio, to raise 
awareness of disability issues. 

Launched on 17 April, with a 
day of programmes focusing on 
disability, Disability ’97 will run 
until the end of the year. 

An information pack is avail- 
able and disabled people can 
ring a helpline, tel: (01908) 
200022. 


Fireman’s 
lift banned 


Two former Welsh firefighters 
are suing the Home Office for 
injuries they claim were sus- 
tained in a training exercise in 
1985. 

Stephen Burroughs, 36, from 
Cardioct in Gwent, and David 
Jones, 46, from Powys, are 
claiming compensation from 
the former Powys and Gwent 
county councils, which both 
deny negligence. 

Gwent fire brigade is now 
under the control of South 
Wales Fire Service. Chief fire 
officer, David Williams, said: 
“There is a ban on the one-man 
unconscious lift which has been 
in place since the formation of 
the new fire authority last 
year.” 

The lift has also been banned 
in 14 other brigades across Eng- 
land and Wales. 

A judgement by the Recorder 
of Cardiff, Judge Michael Gib- 
bon, was expected as DN went 
to press. 
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A wheel first: Ken Brown, from 
Sunderland, is driving school 
BSM’s first disabled driving 
instructor. Sunderland branch 
manager Gail Yule (above) 
said: “Students really relate to 
him.” Ken added: “I will be 
happy if disabled people will be 
encouraged to strive harder to 
get behind the wheel.” JBA 


Big push: Wheelchair athletes Chris Hallam and John Harris are 


training to push 600 miles round Wales for charity. 


QUADRANT 


Caring over the airwaves 


A radio station specially for 
carers goes back on the air. 
Care 1278am will go live at 
midnight on 4 May from stu- 
dios at Brooklands Museum in 
Weybridge, Surrey. Using its 
one-month licence, the radio 
station will look at care issues 
around the world as well as 
focusing on transport and other 


topical issues. It also plans to 
present live outside broadcasts 
from local day centres. 

The station was run in May 
1996 by care worker Ron 
Critcher. He said: “We don’t 
have any disabled presenters at 
the moment, though we are 
open to that. We would like a 
cross range of people.” 


1996 


THE QUEEN’S AWARD FOR 
TECHNOLOGICAL ACHIEVEMENT 


NAMOBILITY EUROPE 


Simply The Best Scooters & Lifts 


Bruno Mobility Europe offers a range of luxurious 3-and-4 wheeled 
scooters, and high quality lifts to fit most cars and vans. Ring now for 
a colour brochure and details on your nearest dealer. 


Nite) Vee | a8 |] FREEPHONE 0800 416 855 


ADDRESS: 


POSTCODE: 


TEL NO: 


i] 
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i] 
1 
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BRUNO MOBILITY EUROPE, COVENTRY ROAD, LUTTERWORTH, LEICESTERSHIRE, LE17 4JB 
J 


The Intelligent 
Prosthesis Plus 


The award winning lower limb prosthesis only from Endolite 


*% 


For Innovation 


Winner 1996 


The IP+ has won two prestigious awards in recognition of its 
unique design and function: 
The Prince of Wales Award for Innovation and The Queen’s Award 
for Technological Achievement. 


28. 6. 
THE PRINCE OF WALES 
AWARD 


Order the Intelligent Prosthesis Plus by contacting the Blatchford 
Sales Department on 01256 465771. 


Chas. A. Blatchford & Sons Ltd 
Lister Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG22 4AH United Kingdom 
Telephone: 01256 465 771 Facsimile: 01256 479 705 


JL TIOGINIS! 
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8 Health news 
8 Health mews 


Aids beds 
closures 


Combination therapies against 
Aids are proving so successful 
that hospital beds earmarked 
for people with Aids are being 
used for other things. 

Mark Nelson, an HIV consul- 
tant at the Chelsea and West- 
minster Hospital in London, 
where people with Aids are 
receiving a triple drug therapy, 
said: “I have had people who 
were bed-bound getting up like 
Lazarus and going back to 
work.” 

Beds no longer used for treat- 
ment are often set aside for 
research, but hospitals stress 
they could be switched back at 
short notice if necessary. 

“Not everyone responds to 
these therapies. They are expen- 
sive and may eventually fail,” 
warned Dr Nelson. 


The Middlesex Hospital in 
London has also reduced its 
beds for people with Aids. 


Breast Is 
still best 


Babies fed on breast milk are 
less likely to develop 
schizophrenia than children 
who have been bottle-fed, a psy- 
chiatric survey has shown. 

Researchers led by Dr Robin 
McCreadie, consultant psychia- 
trist at the Crichton Royal Hos- 
pital, in Dumtfries, looked at 42 
people with schizophrenia and 
found seven out of ten of them 
had been bottle-fed. 

Dr McCreadie said: 

milk contains a fatty acid which 
is not found in cows’ milk or 
formula milks. This acid is 
essential for the development of 
the human brain. 


“Breast 


CORNWALL 


Holiday Care in Cornwall 


all year round 


LANINVAL HOUSE Nursing Home 


offers holidays, respite, residential and 
convalescence care in beautiful 
surroundings in mid-Cornwall. 


Qualified Nursing and Care staff on hand 
24 hours per day. Phone/Fax Murray or 
Shirley on 01208 74921 for a brochure. 


A healthy start: breast-feeding may lower the risk of a baby develop- 


ing schizophrenia in later life 


“Bottle feeding was virtually 
unknown before the 1820s and 
so was schizophrenia. 

“Tt is a genetic condition possi- 
bly triggered by environmental 
factors. This may be a small link 
in the jigsaw.” 


Dementia 
research 
blocked 


Drug firms are blocking 
research into the way an anti- 
inflammatory drug can reduce 
the risk of Alzheimer’s disease, 
it has been claimed. 

A US study into ageing by 


ACCESSIBLE\SHARAN 
NO HUMPS, NO BUMPS & NOT A VAN 


® Retaining all the standard interior and exterior features 


of the VW Sharan 


© Our adaptation of this ultra modern 
people carrier is designed primarily to 
carry a wheelchair using passenger and 
up to 5 other persons. 


¢ There is the option of single or double light-weight 


loading ramps 


® A retractable side step is also available 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF MIDWIVES 


Johns Hopkins University and 
the National Institute on Age- 
ing, involving 2,300 people, 
found the regular use of the drug 
ibuprofen can reduce the risk of 
developing Alzheimer’s by up to 
60 per cent. 

Alzheimer’s causes dementia 
and death, but British campaign- 
ers say there is no incentive for 
drug firms to fund research 
because the drug is already avail- 
able over the counter. 

Harry Cayton, 
director of the Alzheimer’s Dis- 
ease Society, said: “Because 
these drugs do not have to be 
prescribed, there is not a huge 
amount of money to be made 
out of them compared with 
developing potential 
drugs. 

“lm not suggesting a conspir- 
acy by the pharmaceutical 


executive 


new 


industry, but they do not have a 
vested interest.” 

The Medical Research Coun- 
cil was now proposing a trial, 
he said. 

Meanwhile, Aricept, the first 
drug licensed in Britain to treat 
Alzheimer’s, was launched in 
April. 

It can slow the progress of the 
condition by only six months 
and could cost £1,200 a year per 
person. 


Tablets of 


tomorrow 


Tiny pills which deliver drugs 
straight to the affected body 


part could help people with — 
conditions including diabetes — 


and cystic fibrosis. 


The pills come in the form of : 


spheres as small as one ten mil- 
lionth of a metre. Because of 


their size, they can pass intact | 


through the gut wall into the 
bloodstream and deliver the 
drug where it is needed. 


Developed at Brown University 


in Providence, Rhode Island, the 


pills can transfer DNA and | 


insulin. Both would normally be 
destroyed in the digestive sys- 
tem, which prevents them from 
being taken orally. 

It is hoped that the technique 
will allow people with insulin- 
dependent diabetes to take pills 
rather than daily injections, and 
that they will also be used to 
deliver DNA for gene therapy 
and for genetic conditions such 
as cystic fibrosis. 

Vaccinations 
developed for cancers and Aids. 


DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS WITH A 
SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR YOUR COUNCIL? 


ARE YOU GETTING THE EDUCATION, 
COMMUNITY CARE OR SERVICES YOU 
NEED? 


HAVE YOU BEEN THE VICTIM OF 
DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE YOU ARE 
DISABLED? 
David Ruebain is a solicitor specialising in Education, 


Community Care and Local Government Law for 
disabled people. He is also a specialist in disability 


discrimination law. 


We offer direct access for deaf people, through a 
lawyer fluent in British Sign Language. We also 


specialise in accident claims, medical negligence, 


i 
may also be | 


® Our dedicated wheelchair area 
caters for 95% of standard & 
electrical chairs in use 


conveyancing, wills and criminal law. Legal aid work 
undertaken. Offices also in Birmingham and Camden. 


For free initial advice contact: 


DAVID LEVENE & CO. 
SOLICITORS 

Ashley House 

235-239 High Road 

Wood Green 

London N22 4HF 
Telephone: 0181-881 7777 
Minicom: 0181-881 6764 


Facsimile: 0181-889 6395 


All vehicles are tailored to individual needs. 
Prices from £17,650.00 on the road 
Telephone for a no obligation one day free trial 


AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


ASTLE UPON TYNE 
24 Sera wee NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 6BQ 
TELEPHONE: (0191) 226 0099 FAX: (0191 272 1313 


Disabilitynow May 1997 


Election special 9 


DN looks at what Labour, the Tories and 
the Liberal Democrats will do for you 


Labour’s vows 


@ Will seek 
to end 
“unjustifi- 
able” discrimination, and sup- 
port comprehensive = and 
enforceable civil rights for dis- 
abled people developed in part- 
nership with interested parties. 

® Will increase integration into 
mainstream schools while 
maintaining specialist facilities. 
@ Will cut NHS waiting lists by 
100,000 and end waiting lists 
for cancer surgery funded by 
cuts in bureaucracy. 

@ Will establish a royal com- 


Labour 


mission to study funding long- 
term care for elderly people. 

e Plan to set up independent 
review of central areas of insecu- 
rity for elderly people including 
pensions and community care. 

@ Will introduce a long-term 
care charter defining the stan- 
dard of long-term care people 
can expect from services. 

@ Say local authorities could 
develop private and public care. 
e Will establish independent 
inspection and regulation ser- 
vice for residential homes and 
domiciliary care. 


Lib Dem pledge 


e Will ban discrimination on 
the grounds of disability and 
pass comprehensive civil rights 
legislation, as well as draw up a 
Charter of Rights. 

@ Will publish a code of prac- 
tice to improve access to trans- 
port and buildings. 

© Plan to fully fund the imple- 
mentation of the code of practice 
for special educational needs to 
make education inclusive. 

@ Will halt NHS ward and bed 
closures for six months, and 
plan an independent audit of 
needs and facilities. 

e Plan to cut patient waiting 


times between 
diagnosis 


Sy 


and treat- = 

Liberal 
ment to six Pemocrats 
months. 


@ Will set up an independent 
inspectorate for health and 
social care. 

@ Will introduce partial capac- 
ity benefit to top up wages of 
low earners. 

@ Will introduce a new Carers’ 
Benefit in place of the Indepen- 
dent Living Allowance. 

@ Will raise threshold for older 
people making a contribution 
towards their long-term care. 


fon May 1st we all have the same power, 
we can alll excercise that power, 
we can all make a difference. 
ase don’t forget to use that power. 
Please vote on May 1st.2? 


Wheelchair athlete Tanni Gray (above) features in an advertisement 
campaign run by the Rock The Vote charity — a non-political group 
set up to encourage young people to register their vote. 


York puts access on agenda 


lems to contact its electoral ser- 
vices office. 
Ramps have been provided in 


Disabled people in York are to 
benefit from efforts to allow 
them to vote. 


The City of York Council is 
asking anyone who feels their 
polling station will cause prob- 


polling stations where access is 
only by steps, as well as large 
print ballot papers. 


What’s in the party manifestos? 


e Will 

2 HME p 

7 families 
CONSERVATIVE caring 
fo Morte 


dependent children or relatives 
by allowing the tax allowance 
of a partner who is not working 
to be transferred to the working 
spouse. 

e@ Will remove the power of 
local authorities to operate care 
homes if this is in the interest of 
the people for whom they are 
responsible. 

e Plan to review direct pay- 
ments scheme with a view to 
extending it to elderly people. 

@ Plan to allow local authori- 
ties to issue vouchers for people 
to buy services. 

@ Will introduce a respite care 
programme allowing 
with heavy responsibilities a 
week of respite care per year. 

e@ Will introduce a partner- 
ship scheme allowing elderly 
people to afford long-term 
care without giving up their 
life savings (DN, April). 

® The 16-hour limit on volun- 
tary work for people on Inca- 
pacity Benefit will be removed. 

@ Plan not to close any long-stay 
mental hospitals unless it can be 
shown there are adequate care 
services in the community. 

@ Will develop 24-hour hostels 
with nursing care and secure 
units for mentally ill people. 


carers 


Doorstepping with a difference 


Rod Hermeston on 
the election trail 


Trudging the streets on the elec- 
tion trail, David Buxton (right) 
moves from door to door with 
his interpreter, canvassing for 
support. 

“Hello, ’m David, I’m deaf, 
this is my interpreter. I’m your 
Liberal Democrat candidate for 
this seat.” 

Mr Buxton is 32 and standing 
for Lewisham East in London, 
currently held by Labour with a 
majority of 1,095. He works as 
a manager for the Break- 
through Trust, a charity for 
deaf people, and was a council- 
lor in Southwark from 1991-2. 
He admits that he may get a 
more positive reception because 
he is deaf. 

One man he canvassed said he 
would be voting Labour but 
shook Mr Buxton’s hand and 
wished him luck. 

“They think I am really brave 
to stand as a deaf candidate. I 
think I am going to get some 


so you can 
rest bs 


TRAST Ne 


™M 


Bed 


System 
Design Strength Ltd. 10 


Beds which work 


.<@m. acomplete system 


personal votes because of it, but I 
emphasise voters should believe 
in the party and policies.” 

The work of campaigning is 
not presenting him with any 
problems. 

“There is™<no 
between campaigning as a deaf 
or hearing person.” 

But Parliament will have to 
put its house in order if he is 
elected, he says. 


difference 


Comfacto adjustable 
beds and accessories - 


for ability and 
mobility in the 
bedroom 


“Find out why it’s 
the world’s most 
chosen stairlift” 


All over the 

world, more people 
have chosen a 
Stannah Stairlift 
than any other. 


t 


w Free home survey. 
mw Fastest delivery. 


= Custom-built for 
your stairs - straight 
or curved. 


RAYMOND BAXTER. 


» Full warranty 
as standard. 


a Nationwide 
24 hour call out, 
365 days a year. 


w British Standards 
approved. 


/. Buy direct from 
Stannah at a price 
you can afford. 


Call free 0800 715 124 ask for ext. 183 


Or write to Stannah Stairlifts Ltd: Dept 183, FREEPOST, SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


Are you enquiring for your household [] Or relative living elsewhere 


Please send me details of Stannah Stairlifts. 


Name 


Address 


Dept 183 ® 


a 
Stannah 


Postcode Telephone 


The world’s most chosen stairlift 
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10 Design awards 


ack to basics idea wins p 


Mary Wilkinson 
reports 


“We are looking for genuine 
innovation that makes indepen- 
dent living that much easier,” said 
Keith Pusey, chairman of PHAB, 
at the third Independent Living 
Design Awards ceremony in 
March. 

The charity was joint sponsor 
with the BSTA (the association 
of suppliers for special physical 
needs) of this year’s competition. 

Overall winner from among 
50 entries was the Enterprise 
toilet seat (Gordon Ellis). 
Developed on the advice of 
elderly people and occupational 
therapists, the raised toilet seat 
has integral arm support and 
can be removed easily. It costs 
£79.99 from the Boots cata- 
logue (less via social services). 

Among the other ten winners, 
the judges particularly liked the 
customised Comfacto Bed Sys- 
tem, which looks good, enables 
a disabled person to transfer 
alone to an adjacent commode, 
and has optional “bed steps” to 


Independent Living 
Design Awards 1997 


Overall winner 


Enterprise toilet seat (Gordon Ellis) 


Other winners 


Comfacto Bed System (Design Strength) 
Easy Rider handcycle (Chevron) 

Handy Pillow Lift (Mangar International) 
Lever Tap for drainage bags(Simpla) _ 
Medigrip safety cap bottle opener (Cannie) 
Minivator 2000 stairlift (Sunrise POpNiD) 


Powershoot (RJ Mobility) 


Storm power wheelchair (Invacare) 


SWASH orthosis (Camp) 


Window Pull (ARH Designs) 


help lift legs into bed; the sim- 
ple-to-use Window Pull; and 
Powershoot, a variant of tenpin 
bowling for wheelchair-users. 
The judges were Keith Pusey 


The Comfacto adjustable bed (below) has a light and a commode 


Win the award winning 
Easy Rider worth £1295 


To enter just fill in a 
postcard with your 
details and send to 

Chevron c/o The 
Greenbank Project, 
Freepost NWW 

3224, Liverpool 1 17 
IBR. Closing date 

31/10/97 


Aeolle EUS AND STANDING we SOLUTIONS 


Steven Evanson of Gordon Ellis receives a Caithness glass trophy from 
PHAB vice president Princess George Galitzine. Toilet seat, below. 


(PHAB), Neil Betteridge 
(RADAR), Ros Meek (Royal Col- 
lege of Nursing), Pat Shutter (Dis- 
abled Living Centres Council), Sue 
Wilkin (Medical Devices Agency) 
and Mary Wilkinson (DN). 
Susan Bennett (Disabled Liv- 


Many architectural barriers can 
be dealt with by climbing stairs, 
or by standing up and reaching 
new heights. With a large 
choice of models the correct 


ing Foundation) resigned over 
pressure to nominate 12 winners. 

The judges have agreed that 
next time they would like to see 
more disabled people involved, 
sharper criteria and a return to 
product categories. 


Above: A truly customised power chair, Invacare’s 

Storm boasts the latest electronics and modular design. 

Left: Mangar’s Handy Pillow Lift is self-operating, 
stable, comfortable, and rolls up for easy travel. 


solution can be found from total 
user independence to attendant 
assisted. Our range of ramps for 
home, car, travel, complete the 
solution options. 


FREE DEMONSTRATIONS, 
ASSESSMENTS. 


e Uk’s largest range of stairclimbers 


Geherurr.o nt 


e Prices from £2,850-£12,500 Pa meAAIN 
18 Summers Road, Brunswick rite eras WHEELCHAIR wo Ane inate 


e Carer controlled 

e No building alterations 

e Used at work, school and home 
e Free demonstrations 


e Socially, sports, leisure 
CORPORATION LTD e Improves general health 


Incmoor House, Chelmarsh, Bridg- e Folding manual model 
north, Shropshire WV16 6AZ 
Tel: 01746 861940 Mobile: 0374 

274919 Fax: 01746 862085 


wer Business Park, Liverpool L3 4BL 


e All powered options 
e Simple one hand control 
e Use at a rehabilitation centre 


Tel 0151 707 1146 
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Epilepsy is still a mystery 


Elderly people are 
as prone to 
developing epilepsy 
as the young. Lisa 
Hitchen reports 


Sunday 18 May sees the launch 
of National Epilepsy Week and 
this year’s campaign focuses on 
epilepsy in older people. The 
British Epilepsy Association 
(BEA) is hoping to use the week 
to “Stamp out Stigma”. 

Epilepsy is a_ neurological 
condition which can cause 
seizures and loss of conscious- 
ness. 

Affecting about 400,000 peo- 
ple in the UK, this makes it the 
third most common brain con- 
dition after strokes and demen- 
tia, and according to the 
National Society for Epilepsy 
(NSE), the number is growing. 

Seizures happen when normal 
brain activity is suddenly dis- 
rupted and it can take many 


forms — sometimes leading to ° 


| unconsciousness or inconti- 
nence. 

According to Professor Simon 
| Shorvon, medical director of 
the NSE, many people still 
regard epilepsy as a condition 
| that begins in adulthood. Yet a 
quarter of all new cases in 
| Britain occur in people over the 
| age of 60. 

Strokes are the most common 
cause in older people — between 
10 and 15 per cent of those who 
have a stroke will go on to 
develop epilepsy. Other causes 
include low blood pressure, 
brain tumours, dementia, head 
injuries and alcohol abuse. 

Older epileptics also face other 
difficulties. Often living alone, 
they are not diagnosed correctly 
because doctors rarely witness a 
seizure. 

The confusion which follows a 
fit means epilepsy can be mis- 
taken for dementia and other 
conditions can affect their 
epilepsy, for example, someone 
with the bone disease osteo- 
porosis may suffer a bone frac- 
ture as a result of a seizure. 

Once diagnosed, the BEA says 
elderly people fear the stigma of 
epilepsy more than younger 
people and do not want to 
admit to having the condition. 

Edith Robinson, 59, from 
| Grimsby, was initially misdiag- 
nosed. After her first seizures, 
| doctors thought she had dia- 
betes and she spent nearly two 
years on medication for it. A 
| few months ago, she was told 
it was not diabetes, but 
epilepsy. 

“To be honest, I thought you 
were born with epilepsy and I 
knew nobody in our family 


Doctors examine brain scans for signs of epilepsy NSE 


with it,” she says. 

“I was really surprised. My 
doctor has been giving me differ- 
ent things to try. I don’t think 
they know what caused it.” 

About 80 per cent of people 
with epilepsy can control their 
seizures through medication 
and lead normal lives. Yet 
because the condition is often 
associated with fits, many peo- 
ple are discriminated against, 
particularly at school and work. 

In the last six years, there have 
been some significant develop- 
ments in treatment. Five new 
anti-epileptic drugs have been 
introduced in the UK (vigaba- 
trin, lamotrigine, piracetam, 
gabapentin and _ topiramate) 


and two others have been 


licensed abroad (zonizamide in 
Japan and felbamate in Amer- 
ica). Research is going on into 
three other experimental drugs. 

The NSE has the only Mag- 
netic Resonance Imaging scan- 
ner in Europe used solely for 
research into the causes and 
treatment of epilepsy. 

As a result, surgery to remove 
the damaged part of the brain is 
becoming a realistic option for 
some people and more than 70 
per cent of people operated on 
are now seizure-free. 


The NSE runs a helpline for 
information on epilepsy 
(01494) 601400. 

The BEA’s freephone epilepsy 
helpline is on 0800 30 90 30. 


‘I felt I'd been given a death sentence’ 


Lorraine Wylie from Belfast explains how 
she has learnt to cope with seizures 


It never ceases to amaze me 
how in an educated, enlight- 
ened society like our own, there 
are still people who regard 
epilepsy as a taboo subject. 

This fear, born of ignorance, 
leads to prejudice, making it 
difficult for people with 
epilepsy in many aspects of 
everyday life. 

I was 23 when I was first diag- 
nosed. My baby was six weeks 
old. I felt as if I had been given a 
death sentenge because society 


had already coloured my atti- 
tude. 

For the first six months 
epilepsy, or the fear of it, ruled 
my life. I rarely went out in case 
I had a fit. I was constantly on 
the look out for feelings that 
might indicate a fit was immi- 
nent. 

Headaches, upset tummy, pins 
and needles were enough to set 
my heart racing and throw me 
into a state of panic. Worst of 
all, I rarely held my son for fear 


BSTA is a Trade Association which includes a 
Wheelchair Distributors Section. Our nationwide 
membership network has over 100 local outlets selling 
and repairing Powerchairs and Scooters. They do it 
well and they do it ethically. They have high standards 
- the Association makes sure of it. That's why we think 
the first step to trouble free independence is to contact 
us for a list of our members. 


Call us or write to us today. 


We worry about standards so you 
don't have to. 


BSTA, 1 Webbs Court, Buckhurst Avenue, 
Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1LZ 


of dropping him. 

Gradually I began to recognise 
sensations that warned of seizure 
activity and most times was able 
to sit down rather than fall. 

I found there was a lot I could 


Available 
in white 
only 


The Deal 


U U 
an an 


UNIVERSAL MoBILITy LTD 
SALES HOT LINE 0345 413348 
Special Spring Offer 
Daihatsu Hijet Freedom MPV 


Vehicle specification: 


do to help myself. Keeping a 
diary for six months revealed | 
was more prone to seizure activ- 
ity when a period was due or if I 
had gone without sleep. 

I made sure the week before a 
period was as stress-free as pos- 
sible and that I had enough 
sleep. 

It is now 18 years, two more 
children, one cat and one 
house move later. I’m. still 
epileptic but my life has been 
full of fun, love, and some dis- 
appointments. It all 
pretty happy and fulfilling to 


sounds 


me. 


Available 
in white 
only 


Only a few vehicles available 


1 fixed rear seat, 


electric winch 


Double folding ramp 


One sun roof 


Low low price of £8,495.00 

Deposit £972.87. Finance over 5 years 
through Motability Finance @ £144.00 
per month (APR 9.4%) 
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fl checkout 


of a button 


Which? and Rica tested 13 emergency alarms. Indu Varma reports 


Emergency, or community, 
alarms give peace of mind to 
many people who live alone. 
We tested four alarms with a 
built-in phone: Homelink 4, 
Messenger, Piper Lifelines 2000 
and 3000; eight alarms without 
a phone: Age Concern Aid 
Call, Care Link Premier, 
Carephone, Homelink Extra 
173, Peace of Mind, Piper 
Lifeline 1000, Rapid Response 
and Unidial III; and one 
message only system: Homecall. 


How alarms work 

Alarms come in two parts: an 
alarm unit and a portable trig- 
ger that you wear or carry. 

When you press the button on 
the trigger, a radio signal is sent 
to the unit. This contacts a 
response centre or family or 
friends you have nominated to 
take the calls. 

Some alarms have integral 
phones; with others you can 
plug your phone into the alarm. 

Most alarms let you talk with 
the person at the other end 
through the unit’s microphone 
and loudspeaker. But you don’t 
have to explain what has 
happened — the person will 
know you need help because 
you used the alarm. 

With the Homecall unit you 
have to record a message which 


is played to the person it contacts. 
Versions of the Homelink 
Extra, Rapid Response and 
Unidial II will do both. 

To install most alarms, you 
need a standard electric socket 
and a modern BT socket. If 


*Best buys* 
Alarms with phone: 
Homelink 4 and Piper 
Lifeline 3000. 

Alarms without phone: 


Age Concern Aid Call 
Homelink Extra 173 
Piper Lifeline 1000 
Rapid Response 
Unidial III. 


your phone is not a modern 
plug-in one and you want an 
alarm installed, BT will convert 
the socket free of charge. 

Most units run on mains 
power with back-up batteries in 
case of a power cut. They can 
last from under eight hours to 
36 hours. The Homecall unit 
runs on batteries alone which 
must be replaced every nine to 
12 months. 

You might need to use the 
phone in a power cut. All the 
alarms with a built-in phone — 
except the Messenger — kept 
their phones working without 
mains or battery power. 


Help at the press 


Who comes to help? 
When the alarm is set off, it 
will contact a response centre 
or your family or friends. With 
most alarms you have a choice. 
Response centres are run by 
local authorities, alarm 
manufacturers, other commercial 
companies, housing 
associations and charities. 
Some centres have mobile 
wardens, who come to your aid 
or contact your family or 
friends. If necessary, they will 
call out the emergency services. 
All the alarms which contact 


your friends and family directly 


call more than one number, in 
case there is no answer from 

the first one. At a centre there 
will always be someone there. 


Triggers 
There is a choice of portable 
triggers: pendants, wristbands, 
clip-ons for clothing or key 
fobs. Most alarms have more 
than one type available and 
some have attachments, so they 
can be worn in more than one 
way. Check that the one you are 
interested in is comfortable and 
you can use the button easily. 
Triggers should work from 
anywhere in your home. Over 
half those tested worked 
everywhere in a three- 
bedroomed house and for more 


The Piper Lifeline 3000 combines phone, alarm and pendant 


than 100 metres outside. Try 
them out in each room and, if 
you have one, from the end of 
your garden. 

All the alarms we tested — 
except the Homecall — have an 
alarm button on the unit itself 
which you can press to send a 
call. Extra triggers, such as wall 
buttons, pull cords, intruder 
alarms, smoke detectors, room 
temperature alarms and gas 
sensors, can be fixed around 
your home. 

Some units have inactivity 
monitors. For example, the 
alarm can be programmed to 
sound if you don’t move about 
or lift the telephone handset 
within a certain length of time. 


Signals and fault warnings 
Most of the alarms have indica- 
tors to let you know what is 
happening at different stages of 
the alarm call and if faults 
develop. But not all alarms have 
both visual and audible signals 
for all warnings. 

Response centres can also be 
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Aldersley Battery Chairs Limited 
24-26 Old Meeting Road, Coseley, 
West Midlands WV14 8HB 


Tel: 0121 520 6942 
Fax: 0121 522 4833 


warned automatically of faults. 


Useful features 
All the alarms with built-in 
phones work well with a hear- 
ing aid. They also have a raised 
dot on the “5” key to help par- 
tially sighted and blind users 
find their way round the keypad. 
With some alarms, calls can 
be answered by simply pressing 
the button on the portable : 
trigger — you don’t need to pick 
up the handset — and you can 
hear and talk through the 
microphone and loudspeaker. 
The Homelink Extra 173 and 
the Unidial III can be 
programmed so that after a set 
number of rings you can autom- 
atically talk with the caller. 


Where to get an alarm 
Alarms are not usually avail- 
able in high-street shops. You 
can buy them from manufac- 
turers, their agents and organi- 
sations that run alarm schemes 
such as local authorities, hous- 
ing associations and charities. 
Try your local authority first. 
Many supply them through 
housing or social services (or 
social work) departments. It 
may be cheaper, and they may 
provide other services too. 


Cost? 


What you pay depends on 
whether you rent or buy and on 
the response system you want. 
Some local authorities give 
alarms free to, for example, 
council tenants. But most 
people pay a rental/service 
charge of around £2.50 a week. 
Housing associations and 
commercial organisations 
make similar charges. 
To buy, a unit and trigger will 
cost £135-£250 excluding VAT. 
A response centre service 
would be about £1.50 a week. 


More information and full test 
results are in a Guide to Com- 
munity Alarms, £2.75 including 
postage, from RICA, 2 Maryle- 
bone Road London NW1 4DE 
tel: 0171 830 7508. 


- This series of reports in DN has 


been made possible by Glaxo 
Wellcome plc. 
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Careers advisor 
Sara Morgan-Evans 
outlines the options 
for school leavers 
in the first of a new 
employment series 


The question of what to do 
once compulsory education 
stops is a knotty one for every 
parent and school pupil. 

The options for school leavers 
with special educational needs 
or disabilities can be even more 
complex. School leavers and 
their parents or carers may 
need to start researching earlier 
than usual in order to ensure 
that they make the right 
choice. 

Since December 1994, careers 
advisors have been among the 
professionals invited to 14-plus 
transitional reviews which 
should be held for every young 
person with a statement of 
educational need. The review is 
the ideal starting point for 
looking in detail at the 
following broad choices. 


1. Staying at school 

You can stay at school until the 
age of 19 and then decide to go 
to the college, which gives the 
longest period in full-time edu- 
cation for those who need 
more time to develop basic 
skills for living. 

For some people this is the 
easiest and most appropriate 
option, but it should never be 
taken for granted. 


2. Residential further 
education 

This option is available for 
people who find that their local 
college cannot meet their edu- 
cational and/or personal needs. 

There are many residential 
colleges scattered all over the 
country offering a wide range 
of courses. Residential colleges 
offer specialist teaching and 
support for people with 
particular disabilities. 

Hereward College in 
Coventry, for example, offers 
courses to students with 
physical and sensory 
disabilities and, like many of 
the residential colleges, has 
strong links with local colleges 
of further education. 

Getting the funding for a 
residential college course is a 
long and potentially complex 
process and will need the 


Helping hand: Mark Manning from Ely in Cardiff gets careers advice from John Taaffe, special needs 


service manager at CareerPaths in Cardiff. 


involvement of a number of 
professionals. 

If residential further 
education is to be considered, 
it should really be looked at 
from the 14-plus review 
onwards. 

The local specialist careers 
advisor will have details of the 
colleges and be able to advise 
on how to start the process of 
identifying and applying for 
funding for a place. 


3. Going to college 

Local colleges offer a vast 
range of courses in academic 
and vocational areas which are 
open to all who meet the entry 


requirements. 

If a student has a disability 
and needs specialist equipment 
and/or support for a course, it 
is important to let the college 
know as soon as possible so 
that arrangements can be made 
in time for when you start 
college. 

Many colleges offer courses 
for people with special 
educational needs which are 
specifically designed to meet 
the needs of a particular group 
of students. They are most 
commonly courses for students 
with learning difficulties. In 
urban areas there may well be a 
choice of several colleges. 


RICHARD NICHOLAS 


There is increasing pressure 
towards more integrated 
education for people with 
special educational needs or 
disabilities, and many colleges 
are working towards widening 
the access available to all 
members of their local 
community. 

Most colleges have a special 
educational needs co-ordinator 
and all have a student services 
department which can be 
contacted to give information 
on exactly what the college can 
provide. 


The Institute of Careers Guid- 
ance, tel: (01384) 376464 


] Angie 
| Gibbs, 
from 
Mitcham 
in London, 
who has 
William’s 
Syndrome, 
has sorted 
out her 
options 


with mother Eve. 

Angie attended a local 
special school for pupils with 
moderate learning difficulties 
but her mother never felt 
completely happy with her 
placement there. 

The usual move at 16 was to 
the local college, but. Angie 
could not cope with the large, 
busy environment and could 
not travel independently which 
was a course requirement. 

A local, alternative course for 
pupils with severe learning 
difficulties was suggested, but 
this would not have provided 
the right learning environment. 

Angie and her mother finally 
decided to look at residential 
further education after finding 
nothing suitable locally. 

With the help of the social 
worker and the specialist 
careers advisor, they identified 
and visited three residential 
colleges and Angie applied to 
Weelsby Hall in Lincolnshire. 

Her funding application to 
the Further Education 
Funding Council and social 
services has been approved. 

Angie said: “I’m a bit 
worried about leaving mum, 
but I’m looking forward to 
going.” 
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14 Parent’s voice 


‘Ali was blind — now he's long-sighted 


Tess Gulrez says 
oxygen therapy has 
worked wonders for 


her son All 


Ali is the second of my three 
children and is now eight. 

He was born with cerebral 
palsy which left him 
profoundly affected in all areas 
of his development and with 
uncontrollable epileptic fits. 

At the age of four, he was 
registered blind which made 
him very defensive of physical 
contact and constantly 
irritable. He had no sense of 
time or environment and could 
not develop a fixed sleeping 
pattern. My husband and I had 
to take turns to deal with him 
during the night. 

This, coupled with digestive 
problems such as constipation 
and colic, and recurrent chest 
infections, made Ali’s 
management extremely 
difficult. He was prescribed 
Merbenty] Syrup, Gaviscon, 
Cemetidine and paracetamol 
ona regular basis, to manage 
his symptoms. 

Ali’s disabilities, in particular 
his lack of sight, meant he 
could not enjoy seeing and 


Tess and Ali enjoy a closer relationship now 


being with the rest of the 
family. His only enjoyment was 
his own hand flapping or finger 
sucking. 

We first tried cranial 
osteopathic treatment, to which 
he responded well. But as his 
disability was so profound, he 
was difficult to treat and 
needed frequent sessions. 

I learnt about the Hyperbaric 
Oxygen Therapy (HBO) in 
February 1995, and took him to 
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Auto Transmission 
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the Multiple Sclerosis Centre in 
Walthamstow. 

Here, Ali is put in an oxygen 
tank which is pressurised to 
24ft. A hood is then put over 
his head, through which he 
breathes pure oxygen for an 
hour. 

The pressurised oxygen 
activates dormant brain cells 
which should then take over the 
functions of areas damaged in 
the brain. 


130 Sturry Road 
Canterbury 
Kent CPi i9P 


At first, Ali found the 
treatment strange and resented 
the sessions, but now he giggles 
happily when he sees the hood. 

Soon after he started the 
therapy, Ali began to improve 
in every respect. He began to 
sleep through the night and, 
consequently, was much 
happier and alert throughout 
the day. 

Ali has now had the treatment 
three times a week (at a cost of 
£7.50 a session) for two years 
and can sit up unaided, kneel 
and crawl. 

His involuntary movements 
have greatly reduced and there 
has been a marked improvement 
in his vision — he is now 
considered to be long- sighted. 

Just as importantly, he has 
formed a special bond with his 
sisters (Rebecca, 15 and Nida, 
five). He is clearly pleased to 
see them and responds to their 
voices by vocalising, giggling 
and reaching out. 

Ali attends Whitefield School 
in London where the 
professionals are pleased with 
all his achievements. He is a 
better communicator now, as 
he is able to understand and 
obey simple commands and 
make his basic needs known. 


MOTABILITY 
SPECIALST 


Come & view our exciting new Ford 150 Hi-Top vehicles. 


Demonstrations available on request. 
Highly competitive finance package on offer. 
Generous part exchange prices on any vehicle. 


Tailor made modifications to suit your special needs. 


] 


He also makes clear choices by 
using photographs as objects of 
reference. 

Ali’s hand-eye co-ordination 
has greatly improved and he is 
able to feed himself with 
snacks. He is also using a wide 
range of pre-vocabulary 
sounds. 

His immune system, which 
had started to get stronger with 
cranial osteopathic treatment, 
has been further strengthened 
by HBO and his digestive 
problems have all been 
resolved. 

He no longer needs any 
medication, except for anti- 
convulsants which have to be 
continued, even though his fits 
are satisfactorily controlled. 
Overall, he has become more 
tolerant and responsive to a 
variety of therapies. 

The progress that Ali has 
made has helped the whole 
family, as we are able to enjoy 
the company of a happy and 
playful child who is very much 
a part of the family, rather than 
the child who used to live in a 
world of his own. 

@ There are about 60 centres 
offering the treatment around 
the country — call MS Action, 
tel: 0181-527 5502. 


For further information, Contact our Mobility department now on 01227 - 472095 
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Hope on line 


Sue Burns was the told me I was doing a good job. 
first person to They made it the most 


memorable day in my life, 


receive an MBE on_ apart from my wedding-day.” 
3 stretcher, as Rod Sue plans to continue her 


work for as long as possible. 
Hermeston re DO rts “T can do anything anyone 
else can do, except that I do it 
The room is both office and from a horizontal position.” 
home. A computer terminal 
poised over the bed provides a Tikvah, tel: 0181-455 9655 Si Bes 
database which, along with a ee ee VP einistiee 2838) cern erst 3, eee ide eee yee te ee tees gs 2 «SOLD SYNDICATION 
telephone, is the nerve-centre of 
Tikvah (Hebrew for hope), a 
telephone helpline for disabled 
Jewish people. 

Sue Burns, 50, (right) who was 
disabled at birth, and has been ae Z 
bed-bound since 1991, very ontré e without an advance - = perforation warranty, overall peace of mind is 
rarely leaves her room ina : se = sued. = ee 
London care home run by the eee 
charity Jewish Care, but in 
March she visited Buckingham 
Palace to receive an MBE in 
recognition of her work. 

Sue gives disabled Jewish 
people and their carers 
information on anything from 
benefits to self-help groups. She 
set up the helpline in 1992 with 
funds from Jewish Care. 

Sue believes a separate source 
of information for disabled 
Jewish people is much needed. a 

“In Leicester, where I used to Ni Le t h E n G = 
live, I was the only Jewish 
disabled person. I had no 
Bini van ty AR Bit How’s that for 
isolated. I thought if I was like 
that, there must be other 
people in the same situation.” & t a r t e r Ss ? 

She also gets personal 
satisfaction from running the 
line. “It is nice to be able to put 
something back. Jewish Care 
has allowed me to live as 
normal a life as possible and I 
just wanted to do something to 


say thank you.” 
PES FES LS Us SE a a 


“I can do anything 
anyone else can do, 
except that I do it from 
a horizontal position.” 


es unlimited mileage warranty and a full 6 years’ anti- 


s unrivalled accessibility = _ For further details of our Motability scheme and 


nd cavernous rear hatch, : full information on the exciting Hyundai range of 


rcles in its class ‘coupés. hatchbacks, saloons and estates, call free 
= gn 0800981981. 


Motability 


Besides the helpline, Sue 
organises recreational events 
for her care home and raises 
money for it. 

Sue has osteosclerosis and 
many of her bones have fused. 
She needed painkilling gas on 
her trip to the Palace, as well 
as the diamorphine pump 
which she uses constantly for 
pain relief. 

Sue and her husband Peter 
were thrilled to learn she had 
been awarded the MBE, but she 
was daunted by the prospect of 
meeting the Queen. 


“Who would have thought I : = 
would become the first person pa Ret SS LESS 
to go to the Palace for an award ACCENT. WHEN ALL YOU WANT IS EVERYTHING 
on a stretcher and in my night- 
dress? Decorum was broken in Hyundai Car (UK) Ltd., St John's Place, Easton Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 1NL. *Subject to status. Written details on request. Deposit will be required for Accent Coupé 1.3 LSi ae ap ay 
every way. option. The Accent Coupé 4.3i (manual) is £7,599 and the Accent Coupé 1.3 LSi (manual) is £8,799 - both on the road with 12 months’ Road Fund Licence. Optional metallic paint shown avai 


“The Queen came down to 
give me the medal, and simply 
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Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


Minicom: 0171-436 9914 Fax: 0171-436 4582 


Gloucester gloom 


- Disabled people across the 
country must have felt a chill of 
fear after learning that the Law 
Lords have overturned the 
Court of Appeal ruling which 
ordered Gloucestershire county 
council to provide care once a 
person’s needs were established. 

Before and since the much 
heralded launch, over two years 
ago, of the concept of care in 
the community, disabled people 
have had cause to doubt 
whether real commitment to 
deliver was ever part of the 
envisaged package. We were 
being told that in some areas 
the home help service had been 
wound up and private home 
care agencies would take over. 

Care would not include 
domestic help, some of us were 
told, just personal care, 
meaning we could be got up, 
washed, toiletted and dressed. 
When I asked, “Am I supposed 
to live in my home on a rising 
tide of dirt?” the answer was a 
shrug. What if I couldn’t shop? 
I was given a book listing basic 
household goods and foods and 


FOR THE SOLUTION. 


told I could phone and the order 
would be delivered — no choice, 
no viewing the:goods before 
purchase, and a £5 joining fee. 

After a lot of argument, it was 
agreed I could have domestic 
support. I now employ my own 
domestic support worker, and 
pay her myself. After two years 
I am still angry, and broke. 

New Labour has a vision of a 
decent society — how can that 
ever be if disabled people are to 
be forced to live in squalor, or 
forced back into institutions? 

The Conservatives see the future 
as a land of equal opportunity for 
all, except disabled people — 
their Disability Discrimination 
Act makes that clear. 

Disabled people need to join 
and support organisations of 
disabled people who are campaig- 
ning on these issues. And those 
organisations may need to 
rethink their campaign targets. 
We cannot participate in society 
if we cannot get out of bed. 
Anne Rae 
Chair, British Council of Dis- 
abled People 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FOR DISABLED DRIVERS & PASSENGERS 


WE OFFER A COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, FROM HAND CONTROLS TO 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE AND WHEELCHAIR DRIVER VEHICLES, AND 
EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN. IF YOU HAVE A MOBILITY PROBLEM CALL US 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND LITERATURE ON OUR RANGE OF 
PRODUCTS & SERVICES CONTACT: 


ROW NTIN(G 
CONVERSIONS 


Naidex 
says no 


Would you believe it if someone 
invited guests to their party, but 
only wanted half the people 
they invited? 

It feels like that when Naidex 
advertises in DN and other 
publications for disabled people, 
but they don’t want them. 

When we questioned Naidex, 
they replied: “We are actively 
promoting the show to the 
professional audience and no 
longer actively promoting it to 
the public. However, there will 
be instances where the public 
will visit the show, for example, 
with a therapist, when looking 
for a new wheelchair, and they 
will be welcomed.” 

I find it outrageous. Can DN 
begin a campaign to persuade 
Naidex to issue real “open 
invitations” next year? 

Sue McMullen 
Chairperson 

The Disabled Living Centre 
Fishponds, Bristol 


Home help 


Ill or disabled and want to move 
nearer family, job, hospital? 
The little known Homes 
Mobility Scheme (tel: 0171-233 
7077), funded by the Government, 
may help. It works through 
councils and housing associations. 
Discretionary, but worth a try. 
R Misiewicz 
Nottingham 


COURIER 


FARADAY ROAD 
CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST. 
SALISBURY 

WILTSHIRE 

SP2 7NR 


01722 336048 


‘Spend a 
night with 
me, just 


) 
one 
by Marigold Hope 


Watch out all ye young, fellow 
female, disabled users on the 
train (especially if you smile). 
You may be propositioned by a 
desperate Dan. 

I book disabled assistance 
every time I go to London or 
Dorset from Edinburgh. It is a 
brilliant service — unless there 
are hold-ups and I’m stranded, 
trying to charm other 
passengers into helping me. 

The same railmen always 
collect me and my luggage off 
the train. 

This Easter Mr A met me as 
usual. I’m grateful for the 
service and didn’t mind him 
showing me the new Eurostar 
lines before he drove me to the 
taxi ranks. 

We chugged across the station 
in the bright yellow trolley van, 
beeping all the hurrying people 
out of the way. 

But something in my stomach 
sank as small, grey-bearded 
and old-enough-to-be-my-dad 
Mr A, who appears so 
innocent, tried to ask me out. 

“You have a lovely smile,” he 
told me. 

I was marooned on what felt 
like a moon buggy, looking out 
at the mass of distant faces 
rushing past. It was not as if I 
could grab my bags and run. 

Nor was this the last time I 
would have to see Mr A. So I 
politely said: “Sorry, I have a 
boyfriend I love”. 

This didn’t deter him. 


“We have been together for four 
years and are engaged,” I added. 


Still he persisted. “Please 
Marigold, your beautiful smile 
(I vowed never to smile again). 
Spend just one night with me, 
just one. Your boyfriend will 
never know.” 

I felt very angry at his slimy 
attitude and forceful 
propositioning. 

Somehow, I managed to shrug 
him off by saying I was 
expecting my boyfriend’s child, 
and moodily he drove me to the 
taxi rank. I’m not looking 
forward to the next time I see 
him. 


On my knees 

The prospect of an impending 
operation I need for my knees 
this summer makes me want to 
punch pillows. It feels like a 
roadblock on my route to inde- 
pendence. 

I will be immobile for up to 
three months and reliant on my 
parents and a physiotherapist 
for the first month. 

I love seeing my parents, but I 
wish they would move to 
London. I’m temporarily 
exhilarated by rural Dorset, but 
then I soon feel flat in this hilly 
place, with only field after field 
and cows for company. 

There are not many young 
people in Dorset and near to 
none who are like-minded. 

My friends from Dorset 
return rarely, so I snatch a brief 
buzz of London with them in 
the holidays. 

They, like all my university 
friends, feel far away, dispersed 
throughout the country and 
round the world. 

This is a strange new stage in 


life. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 


PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Tenerife, Malaga, 
Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve and Florida. 


Weekend breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 


Holiday homes in France. 
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Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd 
16 Haweswater Ave, Astley, Lancs 
M29 7BL Tel: 01942 888844 
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ur future in a test tube? 


Agnes Fletcher, “a 
former defective 
foetus”, argues that 
caution is needed 
in genetic research 


As the “Hello Dolly” headlines 
made clear — with the first suc- 
cessful cloning of a mammal — 
a genetic revolution is in 
progress. 

Spin-offs from genetic 
research include the prospect of 
gene therapy for life- 
threatening conditions, more 
consumer choice in fertility — 
and the possibility of a return 
to the genetic registers and 
profiles used to discriminate, 
often fatally, against disabled 
people in the 1930s. 

Another big spin-off is the 
responsibility each of us now 
has for the direction and uses 
of research. We may feel 
powerless, ill-informed or 
confused, but whatever voice 
we have we must use, and help 
others to use theirs, because 
scientists are asking for 
guidance. 

I was a speaker at a debate in 
March, called Human 
Genetics; The People Decide, 
organised by the Wellcome 
Trust to encourage public 
discussion of the ethical issues. 
Five hundred people considered 
such questions as whether 
under-16s should be able to 
take genetic tests, whether 
there should ever be disclosure 
of results without a person’s 
consent and whether Dolly 
should have been cloned. 

Eighty-one per cent of the 
participants thought genetic 
testing should only be available 
through a doctor, but the 
audience was split equally 
about Dolly’s cloning. 

For disabled people and 
others, there may be many 
positive aspects to genetic 
developments, such as early 
diagnosis, more effective 
treatments, and gene therapy. 
But for me, there are negative 
aspects that include an 
increasing belief in “genetic 
determinism” (the idea that 
who we are and how we behave 
is entirely determined by our 
genes), human differences 
turned into medical problems 
(such as short people being 
perceived as having something 
wrong with them), and a rise in 
genetic discrimination. 

My concern is that genetics 
will increase imbalances of 
money, health and power, and 
will further stigmatise the 
powerless (including disabled 
people) for being a drain on 
resources. 

I think it will also undermine 


that research is carried out 
under ideal conditions. 

An American company has 
already been prosecuted for 
marketing a treatment for a 
genetic condition that causes 
restricted growth. At least 
half the people taking the 
drug did not have the 
condition — they were just 
shorter than average. 

I am in favour of research into 
single gene conditions such as 
cystic fibrosis and 
Huntingdon’s disease, where 
the application of that research 
is treatment for affected 
individuals. But I am very 
concerned about the 
commercial uses to which 
genetic technology may be put, 
and the side-effects of turning 
people who are not ill into 
patients, at risk, who will pay 
for expensive tests and may 


must be matched by a social 
fervour to stamp out 
intolerance and discrimination 
based on gender, impairment, 
sexuality and other 
characteristics. 

In the majority of cases it 
seems that the choice to have a 
disabled child is in no way 
encouraged by the information 
available at diagnosis, by the 
prospect of financial and other 
support from families or by a 
future free from discrimination 
for disabled people. 

Dolly may herald the dawn of 
a new age of freedom from 
disease: I have my doubts. 

But to insure all of us against 
future dangers, I believe we 
need strong monitoring and 


regulation of the uses of 
genetic technology and an 
acknowledgement that it is 
poverty, malnutrition and other 
environmental factors that 
cause disease. 

The views of deaf people 
(there was no sign language 
interpretation at the Wellcome 
Trust event) and other disabled 
people must be central to the 
debate. The UK should follow 
the 12 US states which outlaw 
genetic discrimination. 


® To learn more about genetics 
or contribute to public policy- 
making, send for an informa- 
tion pack. The Nuffield Council 
on Bioethics, 28 Bedford Square, 
London WC1B 3EG. 


G&M 


COACHWORK 
SPECIALIST WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS 


experience discrimination 
based on their genes, such as 
being denied jobs or healthcare. 

The kind of state abuse the 
Nazis practised is difficult to 
imagine happening again. Yet 
last month a National Childbirth 
Trust survey of parents showed 
there is enormous pressure to 
terminate a pregnancy if an 
impairment is identified. 

I am in favour of safe, legal 
terminations for all unwanted 
pregnancies, as long as there is 
a real choice to have a child if 
you are poor, disabled, or the 
child is likely to be disabled. 
But the technological fervour to 
stamp out “bad” characteristics 


AS easy as % oy Jat, | 


onstables unique Carchair system provides the ultimate freedom and 


We specialise in wheelchair 
accessible conversions based on 
most popular makes. 
Conversions on new or good 


Geneticist Professor John Burn, 
(left) with sociologist Dr Tom 


quality used base vehicles. 
Also a stock of used, refurbished 
van conversions & mini buses. 


Shakespeare WELLCOME TRUST 
Conversions for 1 to 4 
wheelchairs & 2 to 8 seats with 
electric lifts, ramps or lowering 
suspension. 

For advice & information on 
conversion & motability contact 
David Vooght. Tel: 01803 812260. 
Fax: 01803 813668. 


the impulse for social change 
which might otherwise lead to 
a fairer distribution of 
resources, safer environments 
and greater tolerance. 

Some will argue that science 
must not be fettered by such 
cynicism, but I don’t believe 


independence for the wheelchair user. By adapting into either the passenger 


or drivers seat of a standard production car; the Carchair eliminates the need to 


purchase a special vehicle. 
Comprising of a specially designed wheelchair and lift system the Carchair is 


extremely simple to operate. 


To arrange a free demonstration of this, or any Constables product without obligation, 


please telephone or write. 


Constastes Ltp * Dept DN © Freepost (BR1032) © WesTHAM ® PEVENSEY ® EAST SUSSEX ® BN24 5BR ¢ TELEPHONE: (01323) 767574 
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At Barclays, we have an ongoing 
commitment to customer service — 
for everyone. 

For a copy of our leaflet detailing 
our services for disabled customers 


call the Barclays Information Line 


free on 0800 400 100. 
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(Above) Prize giver Paul Bradley (Eastenders) with Ivan Newman 
and (below) Dieter Gerrard, 14, gets his trophy from Michael Down 


A sprint-finish saw David 
Holding beat his Swedish 
Paralympic rival Hakan 
Ericsson (the 1990 winner) by a 
chair’s length in the Flora/DSE 
Wheelchair London Marathon. 

But fellow Brit and last year’s 
winner of the women’s race, 
Tanni Grey, was well beaten by 
another Swede, Monica 
Wetterstrom, a 40-year-old 
mother of three. 

Last year’s winner Holding, 
28, from Kettering, has had 
four victories on the 26-mile- 
course. The marathon is 
organised by Flora and 
Disability Sport England (for- 
merly the British Sports 
Association for the Disabled). 

Ericsson came in just one sec- 
ond behind. 

Holding had beaten Ericsson 


Holding on fc 


Brits and Swedes shared the honours in a fast and furious Flora/D& 


into silver medal position when 
he took the 100 metres gold in 
the Paralympics in Atlanta last 
year. But the Swede had bet- 
tered him in the 200. The scene 
was set for a lightning finish. 

At half-way Holding began to 
test the pack with a series of 
surges taking a breakaway 
group of four with him. 

He said: “It was a tough race 
and very tactical. The condi- 
tions were excellent. It was not 
windy and it wasn’t cold.” 

Holding, who got his nose 
ahead in the final 150 metres, 
managed a personal best of 
1:42:15 for the course. 

Ericsson, 29, said: “The 
sprint between me and David 
was what everybody expected 
and wanted to see. David was a 
little bit stronger today.” 

Veteran Ivan Newman, 44, of 
Essex, who came in third just 
two seconds behind Ericsson, 
said: “It's nice to know that 
there’s still life in the old boy 
yet. Any young scalp I take is a 
feather in my cap.” 

In the women’s race 
Wetterstrom came in with a 
time of 1:49:09 taking more 
than 10 minutes off Grey's pre- 
vious course record of 2:00:10. 
Grey also beat it with a time of 
2:00:06. 


Barclays Bank PLC. Reg. No. 1026167. Registered in London, England. Reg. Office: 54 Lombard Street, London EC3P 3AH. 
Barclays Bank PLC is a member of the Banking Ombudsman Scheme (UK branches only). 


the London course 


Wetterstrom, who won the 
Berlin and Stockholm 
marathons last year, said: “I 
had to go by myself which is 
difficult and a bit boring. But 
the people cheering help you.” 
Grey, 27, winner of last year’s 
event and three times winner 
altogether, took a long break 


What’s in DN 


next month? 


™ HERE COMES SUMMER Fashion, 
lidos, offers and gadgets. 


Monica Wetterstrom (above) powers to victory in the women’s n 
Holding (below) wins the sprint with Ivan Newman (left) and Hakan) 


@ GETTING A JOB Where to look 


for work 


@ COPING WITH INCONTINENCE 
Join the first ever National Pelvic 
Floorathon! 


Plus the best news, views, jobs and 
offers. On sale 28 May. 
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after the Paralympics in which 
she won one gold medal. 

“JT had to stop a few times 
because I had a problem with 
my left wheel. But it probably 
only made about three minutes 
difference. I’m still really 
pleased with the pace I man- 
aged all the way round. 


in wheelchair event and David 
in (right) in his fourth victory on 


ra 


nice to know that it is coming 
fter my rest.” 

id in the women’s event was Rose 
with a time of 2:03:56. 

ent Tushar Patel, 18, was the 
kest racer in the competition and 
rst Asian. He came in 11th at 

4. He and Alec Collins who 

red 2:02:46 are the first athletes 
ne through to the full race from 
neelchair mini-marathon. 

| Sadler came in ahead of his 

Chas in the first father and son 
lof the wheelchair event. 

Igether 47 men and 7 women 
yart in the race. 

d Weir, 17, took the two-and-a- 
nile wheelchair mini marathon 
2 fourth time. 

Meikle of Rugby won the 
2 event and Dieter Gerrard, of 
hire, 14, was the youngest com- 
rand came 9th. 

ally impaired athlete Mark 
\l, who runs in the elite section 

race again came in with a 
table position of 223, on 
\3. He raised £1,000 for the 
| National Institute for the Blind. 


ndon wheelchair marathon last month 


They’re off: David Holding 
heads the field at the start of 
the 26-mile race (right) 


Call Freephone 0800 136275 or post 
the coupon today to discover more about our range. 
Please send me details of : 

Power Chairs 0 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


\J candinavian Mobility 
British Power Chairs at their Best! 


At Scandinavian Mobility we 
design and manufacture top 

quality manual and powered 
wheelchairs at our factory in 


Corby. 


Using our unique understand- 
ing of the mobility market, we 
have developed a superb range 
of vehicles for people with 
mobility problems. With such 
a wide range, we are sure to 
be able to provide the 
solution to your particular 
needs - it’s simply a matter of 
choosing which of our chairs 
is right for you! 


With something to suit every 
level of disability and every 
age, from youngsters to the 
young-at-heart, Scandinavian 
Mobility can truly be said to 
offer the ultimate in style, 
comfort and 
portability! 


» Call now for 
our free 
colour 
brochure. 


All our chairs 
are available 
through our 
dealer network, 
who can 
offer you the 
right advice 
and help in 
deciding on a 
model, and 
give full after- 
sales support 
and back-up. 


a 


l 
1 SCANDINAVIAN M@BILITY 
l 


Manual Chairs 0 
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Making the most of the arts 


...Daryl Beeton has. 
He stars in Graeae 
Theatre's new 
production What 
the Butler Saw by 
Joe Orton. 


When I first heard of Graeae 
Theatre, I didn't know what to 
expect, having only been in 
mainstream education, drama 
and theatre groups. I had no 
idea how Graeae approached 
productions or their methods 
of work. 

When I was in my last year at 
university, studying Performing 
Arts, I contacted them and 
Ewan Marshall, Graeae’s 
artistic director, invited me to 
see Fleshfly, their last national 
tour. I immediately got an 
impression of what Graeae 
stood for. It was a highly 
professional and innovative 
production, which challenged 
the boundaries and prejudices 
surrounding disability theatre. 
Working with Graeae has 
reinforced those impressions. 

I took part in many of 
Graeae’s short training courses, 
and was then lucky enough to 
get the role of Nicholas Beckett 
in What the Butler Saw. 

The main difference between 
working with Graeae and my 
mainstream background is 
their concern for access — from 
using only accessible venues to 
creating safe and accessible 
workshops where every drama 


DIAHATSU HIJET 


Daryl Beeton: “We want to excite and shock our audience”. 


exercise is adjusted to every 
disability, without the aim or 
the impact being diluted or 
jeopardized. This becomes even 
more obvious and apparent in 
Graeae’s productions. 

The play is very physical and 
fast moving, and deals with 
sexuality in a humorous way, 
traits which are not generally 
associated with disability 


_ VWCARAVELLE 


theatre. 

For any other actor, their 
main worry would be physical 
tiredness; for me, a young 
disabled actor, about to start 
my first national tour, this 
worry increases. Yet these fears 
are overlooked by knowing that 
Graeae’s production will re- 
inject the radical elements 
which have been missing from 


Fa UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


SUPERIOR VEHICLE CONVERSIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
WISHING TO TRAVEL IN THEIR OWN WHEELCHAIRS. MOST AVAILABLE ON MOTABILITY. 


CALL OUR SALES HOTLINE NOW ON (Charged 


0345 413348 


For Free Information Pack and Details of this month’s Special Offers 


INTRODUCING FIVE OF OUR TOP SELLING VEHICLES 


past productions. In the spirit 
of Joe Orton, we want to excite 
and shock our audience, giving 
them a great night out. 


What the Butler Saw tours 15 
April to 22 June. For venues, 
tel: 0171-267 1959. 


The Northern Disability Arts 
Forum (NORDAF) is an arts 
development service run by dis- 
abled people. Launched in 
1992, NORDAF promotes dis- 
abled artists’ work through 
projects, exhibitions, perfor- 
mances and publications. A 
free quarterly newsletter, 
Nordaf News, is sent to over 
350 people. To find out more, 
tel: 0191-222 0708. NORDAF is 
holding a conference free to 
deaf artists in the Northern 
arts region on 14 May. 


The London Disability Arts 
Forum (LDAF) was launched in 
1986. Run by and for disabled 
people, they promote disability 
arts and disabled artists. On its 
tenth anniversary last year, 
LDAF re-launched its publica- 
tion DAIL (Disability Arts in 
London Magazine) in a new 
format. DAIL is available in 
print, tape and Braille versions. 
Free to disabled people; non- 
disabled people and organisa- 
tions, £25pa. Tel/minicom: 
0171-916 5484. 


at local 


rate) 


Win tickets 
to see Cats! 


We've got two tickets 
(wheelchair accessi- 
ble) from the Really 
Useful Group to see 
this fabulous London 
show at the New Lon- 
don Theatre, Drury 
Lane, WC2 
Send your name and 
address to DN, 
address on page 2. 
The first entry to be 
picked out will win. 
Closing date: 31 May. © 


Offer not open to DN staff/ associates. _ 


Shape in London has produced 
a newsletter, Deaf Arts UK, the 
ideal way to keep in touch with 
the deaf arts scene. Contact 
Deaf Arts UK, Shape, 356 Hol- 
loway Road, London N7 6PA. 


Look out for 


The tottering bipeds: waiting 


The tottering bipeds (above), 
an integrated company of dis- 
abled and non-disabled actors, 
have produced Samuel Beckett's 
most famous play, Waiting for 
Godot. Although Beckett's 
estate has blocked their Lon- 
don performances, they will be 
appearing in venues in the 
outer London boroughs in May. 
Tel: 0181-568 1176. 


The Society of Amateur Artists 
will be holding its third 
national exhibition in London 
from 8 — 10 May. Paintings will 
be on sale from £25 to £2,500. 


— FREEDOM Ultimate flexibility § The cornerstone of 

Extremely popular best describes this Py © the Universal el: (01949) 844050. 
small M.P.V. Cost multi purpose = stable built to our 

effective, but can vehicle. A favourite industries leading 


still carry one : buy for both specificati i 1 1 
wf © specification, this 
csi rea ae Coming up in June and July are 
passenger and organisations a iti : , : 
Rea g sensitive and our productions of A Midsummer 


requiring a choice 
“of seating options. 


VAUXHALL COMBO 
Offers increased 
choice for our 
customer. Super 
all round vision for © 
the wheelchair 
passenger. 
Available in a 
number of base 
vehicle options. 


best seller year on 
year. 


FORD COURIER 
p= Superb looking ¢ , 
vehicle, well received ese 
by our customers 
F carries 1 wheelchair 


Passengers. 


Night’s Dream and The Tem- 
pest, by Chicken Shed Theatre 
Company, as well as a lively 
cabaret. Tel: 0181-449 1155. 


FULL RANGE OF DRIVING 
ADAPTATIONS For ALL OUR 
VEHICLES SUPPLIED AND 
FITTED. SWIVEL SEATS 
ALSO AVAILABLE. 


able-bodied 
passengers. 
Vvailable with 
tomatic gearbox. 


The Arts is Magical Festival 
will be a chance for young peo- 
ple of all abilities to participate 
in arts activities. At The 
Tramway, Glasgow, 19 and 20 
June. Tel: 0141-943 1489. 


Head Office: Jordans, Partridge Lane, Rusper, Sussex RH12 4RW Tel: 01293 871019 
Works and Northern Office: Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse HD6 1LL Tel: 01484 400795 


NO NONSENSE VEHICLE CONVERSIONS 
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Mim Star Wars 


Michael Turner 
Ses es 


Twenty years 
after its origi- 
nal release, the 
spruced-up 
versions of the 
Star Wars films 
are repeating 
their original box office success. 

While disability may not seem 
an obvious theme in the trilogy, 
it actually serves very well to 
illustrate the argument that 
films that are not directly 
about disability are the ones 
that say the most about 
society’s attitudes towards 
disabled people. 

The villain of the films, Darth 
Vader, strides menacingly 
through the action in what can 
only be described as a mobile 
iron-lung. Beneath this, the 
second film reveals a scarred 
and disfigured face. 

There is no logic to Vader’s 
disability: he is otherwise 


Darth Vader: disability as a crude metaphor for evil goes on 


invulnerable, with both 
physical strength and powers of 
“the force”; it is simply a crude 
symbol of the character having 
succumbed to evil. 

This metaphor is repeated 
when the hero, Luke Skywalker, 


is tempted by the “darker side 
of the force”: his hand is sliced 
off during a duel with Vader 
and replaced with a prosthetic. 
This is conveniently forgotten 
about once Skywalker 
triumphs over evil, just as 


Vader is able to put in a ghostly 
appearance in his human form, 
having redeemed himself in the 
climactic battle. 

As with most other aspects of 
the films, this is all highly 
derivative of everything from 
fairy tales through to Flash 
Gordon, and many have seen 
these connections as the key to 
their great success, as they draw 
on so many cultural traditions. 

For disabled people, Star Wars 
draws on and perpetuates the 
use of disability as a symbol of 
evil and what is referred to as 
“otherness” — being outside 
what is accepted and valued as 
“normal”. 

The re-release of the trilogy 
shows that despite all the social 
and political progress in the last 
20 years, we are still carrying an 
enormous burden of cultural 
baggage attached to disability. 

With so many films like Star 
Wars continuing to draw on 
such traditions and using forces 
as powerful and pervasive as 
the modern cinema, we are a 
long way from really striking 
back the evil empire. 


Golden autumn: Forest Landscape by MFPA member Trevor Wells 


The Association of Mouth and 
Foot Painting Artists (MFPA) 
celebrated its 40th anniversary 
in Vienna in April. 

This remarkable self-help 
organisation markets its 
members’ work — cards, 
calendars and so on — through 
the post. It was founded by 
Erich Stegmann, who lost the 


use of his hands from polio and 
dreamed of a group of artists 
of professional standard who 
could match non-disabled 
artists. Now there are 400 
members around the world and 
a scholarship scheme providing 
tuition and equipment. New 
members are sought. 

Gioya Steinke 


MEFPA, 9 Inverness Place, Lon- 
don W2 3JE tel: 0171-229 4491 


IS GETTING INTO AND OUT OF 
YOUR CAR DIFFICULT? 


Enjoy stress free access to your vehicle with an 


for further details please contact 


Elap Rotating Car Seat 
Seats designed for most 
makes and models of both 
two and four door vehicles 


ELAP Engineering Ltd, 
Dept. DN, Fort St, 
Accrington BB5 1QG 
Tel: 01254 871599 
Fax: 01254 389992 


Changing 
Perceptions 


The idea behind Changing Per- 
ceptions, a free exhibition of 
multi-sensory art at City Art 
Centre, Edinburgh (till 10 
May), is to make art available 
to all, especially those who are 
visually impaired. There are 
guided tours using audio 
equipment and the exhibition 
is wheelchair accessible. 

Of particular enjoyment to 
me, as a visually impaired 
person, were the neon lights in 


a darkened room. I was able to 
appreciate the changing colours. 
The tactile (hands on) stone 

work was interesting and 
thought provoking. Being able 
to touch and pick up pieces of 
art is a new concept for me. 

The art work trying to 
stimulate the smell senses I got 
little enjoyment from. 

Working with children’s groups 
run by visual impairment 
services in Edinburgh, I am 
aware that art is not available to 
blind/partially sighted children 
and adults. This exhibition is a 
step in the right direction. 

Joe Brogan 


TUHUE AULIL NEW MUI 
PERSONA 
An innovative, multi-functional chair for 
postural management 


Designed to assist both the carer and cared for. 
Reduces posture and pressure related problems. 


NEW IMPROVED FEATURES 


V Pressure Reducing Seat 
Cushion as standard 


VY Removeable Arms 

Y Tilt in Space movement 
Y Integral Flip Up Footboard 
VY Abduction Block available 


Vv Awide range of fabrics and 


colourways available 
and... 


v Simple Tooless Adjustments 


THE PERSONA MUK Il 


wa mname you can be comfortable with .... 


As with all Kirton Products the Persona MK II represents excellent quality and 
value for money, and comes with the added comfort of our personalised service. 
For a no obligation free demonstration or trial contact our: 


Customer Helpline 0800 212709 


ron) 


Kirton Healthcare 


23 Rookwood Way, Haverhill, 
Suffolk, CB9 8PB 


Tel: (01440) 705352 Fax: (01440) 706199 
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Television 


Chris Davies 
Pare ere ee 


See Hear 
(BBC1, 16 and 
23 March), 
showed the 
dilemma fac- 
ing many deaf 
people: 

One of its reporters, Jackie 
Knight, normally a vibrant, 
effervescent person, had 
decided to have a cochlear 
implant operation. Alone and 
with friends she deliberated 
over her decision. It was a 
difficult choice. Why? Jackie is 
a known advocate of deaf 
culture, treasuring British sign 
language. 

She had had some hearing 
when she was very young, and 
the memories of these days 
had not been erased by her 
convictions about language 
and culture. As it happened, 
the programme took us ona - 
U-turn because Jackie’s 
hearing was little improved by 
the operation. I hope her 
identity as a deaf person offers 
her enough consolation. 

By going through the 
operation, it would seem 
Jackie wanted to be a hearing 
person, at least for a short 
time. Maybe that’s the clue to 
the main difference between 
the deaf and disability 
perspectives, that more deaf 
people are dissatisfied about 
their situation. Those who see 
deafness as a linguistic 
minority tend to see disability 
as a health issue. Thank you, 
Jackie, for sharing your 
experience with viewers. It 
took a lot of conviction to do 
that. 

Once gain the Academy 
Awards (BBC2, 25 March) gave 
its usual patronage to the actor 
or actress who could best take 
on the physicality of disability. 
Not that there were no genuine 
disabled people around. 
Mohammed Ali was in the 
audience, as was Larry Flint, 
self proclaimed pornographer. 

I have yet to see Shine. ’'m 
told it is a very positive 
portrayal of a survivor of the 
mental health system. But it’s a 
shame that David Helfgott 
had to be portrayed by an 
actor with no personal 
experience of mental illness. 

American television is still 
doing better than American 
film. The Outer Limits sci-fi 
series had guest star Marlee 
Matlin in the episode “The 
message” playing a deaf 
character taking control of a 
would-be mentor. Marlee was 
mentioned here last month in 
connection with Sky 
programmes. I’m glad the 
series First Edition is now on 
ITV weekly. 
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cottish city full of culture 


Dougie Herd looks round Glasgow and 
finds plenty to do for disabled visitors 


Enigmatic and contradictory 
images of Glasgow — Scotland’s 
oldest city — seem to fit well 
because it is one of the coun- 


try’s most misunderstood cities. 


The place has a reputation for 
a good arts and cultural scene 
and it sometimes lives up to it. 

The truth, however, is more 
complex than any “no mean 
city” myth. Glasgow is a 
vibrant, modern, cosmopolitan 
place. It is a good city to visit 
and live in, but like every city, it 
does not have to look far to 
find problems. 


Getting there 
Getting to Glasgow is easy. 
For car users, the M8 leads 
from Edinburgh, or take the 
M77/A77 after the M6 at 
Carlisle. 

Rail users from the south 
arrive at Glasgow Central. 
Visitors from the north and 


east disembark at Queen Street, 


all enquiries, tel: 0141-204 
2844.The stations sit about a 
mile apart and a frequent 
shuttle bus (not wheelchair 
accessible) ferries transit 


passengers between them. 
Glasgow Airport, tel: 0141- 
887 1111) lies eight miles west 
of the city centre. The buses 
into the city are not wheelchair 
accessible, so a taxi ride (about 
£6) may be your only option. 
If you travel by coach, the 
Buchanan Bus Station, tel: 
(0990) 505050, is very central. 


Getting about 

The city claims to have an 
extensive network of rail, bus 
and underground services. This 
is true so long as you don’t use 
a wheelchair. 

Visitors should check with the 
Travel Centre, tel: 0141-226 
4826. Sadly, most of the 
stations are not staffed, many 
are inaccessible and some are 


accessible on one platform only. 


Glasgow has its own 
underground, affectionately 


known as the Clockwork 
Orange, but it is a no-go area 
in a wheelchair. Buses are 
everywhere and almost none of 
them have low floors. 

Taxis are your best bet. Try 
Radio Taxis, tel: 0141-332 
6666, or TOA, tel: 0141-332 
7070. 

Many of Glasgow’s 
attractions can be found in the 
compact centre. It is mostly flat 
and there are dropped kerbs 
and pedestrian precincts in the 


excellent central shopping 
areas, but parking is far from 
easy even though there are a 
good number of designated 
spaces. 


Art and culture 

Glasgow was Europe’s city of 
culture in 1990 and the council 
owns one of the UK’s finest col- 
lection of public art galleries 
and museums. 

The biggest and probably still 
the best is the Kelvingrove Art 
Gallery and Museum, tel: 0141- 
287 2000. Entrance for 
wheelchair users is at the back. 

In the city centre you can mix 
window shopping with high art 
on the famous Sauchiehall 
Street. Major exhibitions can 
be seen at the McLellan 
Galleries, tel: 0141-331 1854. 

Newer attractions include the 
Burrell Collection, tel: 0141- 
649 7151, in the south side of 
the city in the delightful 
Pollock Country Park. 

The St Mungo Museum of 
Religious Life and Art, tel: 
0141-553 2557 is worth visiting 


George Square, in the heart of 

Glasgow, is popular with 

tourists and residents alike 
STB/STILL MOVING 


ve over 200) 
motorcaravans 


that we can customise to 
meet your requirements 


A motorcaravan whether New 
or Pre-owned - can be a great 
way of enjoying your freedom. 
At Brownhills, we specialise in 
converting vehicles to a high 
standard with our customers 
needs being the main priority. 
We have an experienced sales 
team only too willing to advise you - but, why not 
first use our Freephone 
more, or pay our parkland site a visit, you'll be sure 
of a very warm welcome! 


WE'RE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


Se. Se PReray 
fe ve 


| to find out 


an 


| 


| 


BROWNAILLS =e: 


A1/A46 TURCTIaS - NEWARK « NoTTs. NG24 2EA 
TELEPHONE: 01636 704201 For FREE STOCK LIST 
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just to see Salvador Dalli’s 
Christ of St John of the Cross. 

The newest venue is the 
Gallery of Modern Art, just off 
George Square, tel: 0141-229 
1996. It is completely 
wheelchair accessible but 
unfortunately there are no aids 
for visually or hearing impaired 
visitors. 


Cinema and theatre 
Glasgow has more than 45 
screens in seven cinemas. The 
Glasgow Film Theatre, tel: 
0141-332 8128 shows indepe- 
ndent films. 

The Citizen’s Theatre, tel: 
0141-429 0022 in the Gorbals 
has been described as “the 
most exciting, influential 
British theatre of the past two 
decades”. The King’s Theatre, 
tel: 0141-227 5511 and the 
Pavilion, tel: 0141-331 1846 
offer mainstream theatre and 
touring events. All venues are 
accessible to wheelchair users. 


Music 

- You can listen to any type of 
music in Glasgow. The presti- 
gious international venues for 
classical and established per- 
formers are the mausoleum-like 
Royal Concert Hall, tel: 0141- 
332 6633, the Henry Wood 
Hall, tel: 0141-226 3868 and 
RSAMDA, tel: 0141-332 5057. 
Folk, jazz and other music can 
be heard at City halls, tel: 0141- 
0227 5511 and rock concerts 
are staged at the cavernous 
Scottish Exhibition and Con- 
ference Centre, tel: 0141-248 
3000. 


Eating out 
The city is fairly well stocked 
with eateries of many types. 
Many are not accessible to 
wheelchair users. A few of my 
favourites include the Ubiqui- 
tous Chip, tel: 0141-334 5007 in 
the Ashton Lane in the West 
End. The chip is a Glasgow 
institution, famed far and wide 
for very good food. 
_ The Koh-I-Noor, tel: 0141- 
204 1444 is simply magical and 
the October Cafe, tel: 0141- 
1221 0303, in the chic and 
expensive Princes Square 
shopping arcade is a good place 
to watch the world go by. 
Babbity Bowsters in 
Blackfriars Street is a pub with 
good food and drink where 


Kelvingrove Museum and Art Gallery 


GLASGOW MUSEUMS 
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between the two best known 
clubs and their supporters, 
Celtic and Rangers. 


Where to stay 

Like too many cities, finding 
wheelchair accessible accom- 
modation in Glasgow is expen- 
sive or difficult. Top of the 
price range is the Hilton, tel: 
0141-204 5555, closely fol- 
lowed by the Moat House, tel: 
0141-306 9988 and the 
Thistle, tel: 0141-332 3311. 
Bristow’s Guest House, tel: 
0141-427 0129 is much more 
reasonably priced. 


Come and meet DN at the 
Independent Living Scotland 
Show at the SECC in Glasgow 
on 25-26 April — stand no. 126 


Making life sweet 


Scotland’s second largest Cen- 
tre for Independent Living 
(CIL) opened officially in Jan- 
uary and now employs seven 
full time and five part-time 
members of staff in a commu- 
nity business which has been 
“designed, managed and oper- 
ated by disabled people for dis- 
abled people”. 

Manager Etienne d’Aboville 
explains that the centre is based 
on principles developed by the 
Disabled People’s Movement. 

“Our aim is to provide 
disabled people with the 
information and support they 
need to overcome the barriers 
which prevent them doing 
things a non-disabled person 
takes for granted.” 

Personal assistance advocacy 


Manufacturing specialists in 
shower bases & enclosures 
for those with special needs. 


Etienne d’Aboville (/eft) with colleague Grant Carson 


is central and training is 
another core element of the 
centre’s business. This is 
offered to personal assistance 
employers and personal 
assistants. 

The information service gives 


ak | Rep eomemaeet 


DOUGIE HERD 


advice on any aspect of 
independent living. It also has a 
fully accessible library and a 
recruitment service. 


Tel: 0141-550 4455, textphone: 
0141-554 6482 


Cuts may 
hit hard 


When Glasgow City Council 
proposed a £1 million cut in 
transport budgets, ending 
evening and weekend use of 
their wheelchair accessible vehi- 
cles, 300 angry service users 
lobbied its office. 

The Council withdrew the 
proposal in February, but James 
Kelly, chairperson of the West 
of Scotland Forum on Disability 
said: “It might just be a 
temporary reprieve. We fear 
there could be serious 
consequences for disabled 
people.” 

Laurence Nugent, co- 
ordinator of the Glasgow 
Coalition of Disabled People, is 
equally concerned. 

“Disabled people are angry. 
That’s why we’ve been highly 
visible in the community-wide 
campaigning to stop the cuts.” 

In March, disabled people 
were prominent in 
demonstrations and direct 
action protesting against £80.7 
million cuts in the council 
budget, 1,500 job losses and a 
council tax rise of 22 per cent. 

Services such as Shopmobility 
are in peril, doubts surround 
advocacy projects and at least 
21 anti-poverty projects face 
closure. 

Mr Nugent says: “Many 
disabled people have lost faith 
and confidence in a council 
which is unwilling or unable to 
defend the interests of 
marginalised people.” 


\ — BaKare \— 
ADJUSTABLE BEDS 


Prices Start from just £600 » 


Independence and 
Comfort at the Touch 
of a Button 


y SUPPLIERS TO NHS, 
SOCIAL SERVICES & 


MAJOR UK CHARITIES 


some people go to be seen. The 
Griffin in Bath Street is a 
“legend in its own lifetime” and 
Tennents in Byres Road is 
simply a very good bar. 


REMOTE 
CONTROL 
HEIGHT 
ADJUSTABLE W optional Height Adjustment - 


Free Delivery & Installation 
A optional 10 point Massaging System 
BaKare Beds Limited, 


Unit 17, Bell Park, Bell Close, Plympton, Plymouth PL7 4JH 
FAX 01752 341190 
for-a FREE 
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Working closely with various 
voluntary organisations we are 
committed to offering the very best to 
people with individual requirements. 


Innovative care products for independent living. 
Check what we can offer you. 


FREE Survey 


5 YEAR guarantee & quality 
Standard 1S09002 


Full after sales service 


it you 
are experiencing 
difficulties in : 
showering or bathing, 
We have the solution 
to your problem 


Football 

Some folk claim there is only 
one sport in Glasgow and only 
two teams. 

Neither claim is true, but 
football is inescapable in 
Glasgow, sometimes 
dangerously so. 

Visitors should never 
underestimate the rivalry 


A wide range of products 
with colour choice 


INVA-DEX LTD. 
66-68 Manchester Road, Chapel-En-Le-Frith, via Stockport, 


Derbyshire, SK12 6RZ. Tel: 01298 816366 Fax: 01298 816106 
BROCHURE REQUEST FREE PHONE 0800 716652 
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Making a will 


makes 


Solicitor Helen 
Godson on ways to 
secure your future 


Making a will gives the peace 
of mind of knowing that you 
have made provision for the 
people you care about. 

Your dependents will be 
looked after, guardians can be 
appointed to look after the 
welfare of your young 
children, and your special 
possessions will pass to those 
you wish to have them. Any 
charity you are involved with 
will also benefit. 

There are still many 
misconceptions about what 
happens to property when 
someone dies without making 
a will — the most common 
misconception is that a 
surviving husband or wife 
inherits everything. This is not 
true if the deceased’s property 


(their estate) is above £125,000. 


Many people are also 
unaware that if there is no will, 
a co-habitee does not inherit 


the 


sense 


Special terms 


A person who makes a will is 
called a testator or testatrix, if 
female. 

The people or group who 
benefit under a will are called 
beneficiaries, and the people 
who carry out your wishes are 
called executors. 


property and so has to make an 
application to the court for 
provision, which can be a 
distressing, lengthy and 
expensive process without any 
guarantee that the outcome 
will be successful. 

Where someone dies without 
making a will, legal rules 
known as Intestacy Rules apply, 
setting out the way in which an 
estate is distributed among 
family members. The rules 
state that after a surviving 
spouse has taken his or her 
share, all the children of the 
deceased benefit equally. 

Again, when the surviving 
spouse dies, all his or her 
children benefit equally. This 


xperience the magnificent range 

of wheelchair access vehicles 

from the Widnes Car Centre 
and discover just how enabling they are 
and how comfortable travelling can be. 


The RENAULT TRAFIC VERSA offers well proven 
practicality and reliability. Just look around and it 
won't be long before you see one driving by; such 1 is the popularity of os 


vehicles. Choose from the 2.2i Petrol at £13,295 * or 2.1 Diesel at £13,495 ” 


The NISSAN VANETTE VERSA is the newest in our range and offers an 
outstanding combination of style, comfort and design innovations for the 
wheelchair passenger. Priced at £13,395 * 
for a 2.3 Diesel with power steering. 


SE 


Available in either unleaded petrol or diesel versions. 


1“ choice for nursing homes, charitable organisations, 


community transport and families alike. 


Ww 


Special COMFORT PACK options include sunroofs, 
Kenwood RDS security stereo/radio cassette 


with 4 speakers, remote control sonic alarm, 


3 years National Breakdown Cover 


Make sure the will is signed and witnessed properly 


may be undesirable in many 
situations, particularly where 
there is a disabled child whose 
future financial needs will be 
much greater than other 
brothers and sisters. 

Making a will does not 
necessarily involve going to a 
solicitor — some large chains of 
stationers stock blank will 
forms which contain 
instructions for drafting a 


HELP THE AGED 


simple will and having it 
properly signed and witnessed. 

However, a word of warning. 
If a will is not properly signed or 
witnessed, it may not be valid 
and the Intestacy Rules will then 
apply to the whole estate. 

Also, if a will is unclear about 
any beneficiary or gift, then the 
unclear part could be invalid 
and the Intestacy Rules will 
apply to the gift. If any 


NISSAN RENAULT 


VYersa’s! 


row 


WHEELCHAIR 
ACCESS 
VEHICLES 


y Vers aC ab. 


beneficiary inadvertently 
witnesses the will, their gift will 
be lost. 

Professional advice is of 
particular importance where 
disability is concerned. The 
most obvious example is where 
parents have a disabled child 
and their primary concern is his 
or her care after their deaths. 

A solicitor can advise on the 
pros and cons of setting up a 
trust which will become 
effective on their death and into 
which all or part of the estate 
will fall (known as the Trust 
Fund). The trustees will be 
named in the will. 

Most solicitors usually charge 
about £40-60 plus VAT for a 
simple will, although it may 
cost more to involve a trust. 
Some solicitors begin by 
sending out a questionnaire 
and others will invite you in to 
see them. 

The solicitor then prepares a 
first draft of the will and once 
this is agreed, the client can 
either call at the solicitor’s 
office to sign the will, or it can 
be sent back with instructions 
for signing and witnessing. 

Most solicitors will make a 
home visit if necessary and have 
facilities for safekeeping the will 
in their strongroom or safe. 


Help the Aged produces will 
information packs, tel: 0171- 
253 0253 


Unique to 


** HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AVAILABLE 
All conversions subject to 
Appendix B of “RELIEF 
FROM VAT” as amended 
in the 1993 Acts. Including 
delivery, number plates and 
assumes exemption from 
road fund license. 
Full range of NISSAN 
CARS available on 
MOTABILITY FINANCE 


VERSA SALES DEPARTMENT 


Widnes Car Centre Limited, 
Moor Lane, Widnes, Cheshire, 
WA8 TAL. 

Tel: 0151 420 2000 
Fax: 0151 495 1382 


Contact Howard Samuels for a full information pack. gz “1 _ “y 
Monday - Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm S4 Grabiity een 


Certificate Number FS 33479 
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Othe road price rom 


£73,700.66 


Look no further than a Brotherwood Conversion 
for purchase, Lease or Hire. 


Renault ‘Eco’ |.9 Ltr Diesel £11,912 On the road pr Nissan Serena |.6 Petrol /2.3 Diesel from 20 072 


PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 1550MM (6IIN)| aaa a 
[INTERIOR HEADROOM 1420MM awl 1881MM (78IN) 
Ge A SOs . 


tee 


Sy 


[PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 15OOMM (591N)] 


INTERIOR HEADROOM 15SOMM (61IN) |. 
pee 


We sell Secondhand refurbished Nissan Prairies MkI and MkII, with full parts and 
labour warrantee. Please phone for full details and an information pack, or visit our factory showroom. 


4 ee OTHER WOOD 


AeU2-7Oe MeO. By le Ea aesyY ie Mn etic E sD 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett,“”Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP ¢* Telephone: 01935 872603 * Fax: 01935 872853 
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onceal or come out? 


Five women explain 
their reasons for 
displaying or hiding 
their disability. 
‘Lisa Hitchen reports 


To conceal or not to conceal — 
that is the question. 

Some people have the 
opportunity to disguise their 
disability, and many do, 
explaining that it gives them 
more confidence. But others 
display their disability as a 
matter of pride, and refuse to 
conform to public pressure. 

Ann Pridmore, vice chairman 
of the British Council of 
Disabled People, says society 
often influences the decision to 
conceal someone’s disability. 

“Society sees it in such a 
negative way. Disabled people 
strive not to come out because 
they know they are going to be 
treated differently because of 
the negative media images.” 

Ms Pridmore doubts that if 
more people displayed their 
disability it would lead to less 
discrimination and greater 
acceptance. 

She says: “We should be 
proud of our disabilities 
because it makes us the people 
we are. 

“If disabled people could 
participate in all aspects of life, 
perhaps there would be no 
reason to hide the fact that you 
were disabled, because it would 
be of no consequence.” 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVERSIONS 


Vitiligo is a skin disease in which 
patches of skin lose their pig- 
ment and turn white. Over half a 
million people in the UK have 
vitiligo and it can affect anyone, 
regardless of race or age. 

Maxine Whitton, 56, from 
Wanstead, is chairperson of the 
Vitiligo Society. 

She uses a concealer to cover 


‘lve had staring’ 


the white patches of skin but 
has now developed the 
confidence to leave the house 
without it. Maxine developed 
vitiligo at 12 years old. 

“Tt didn’t affect me at all until 
I was in my teens and then it 
started to appear on my face. 
Throughout my 30s, I was fine. 
But when I got towards the 


menopause, it began to gallop 
and I panicked. There’s this 
thing taking over your body 
and you have no control over it 
and there’s no treatment 
guaranteed to stop it spreading. 

“Last year I became involved 
in the trial of a new treatment 
and all I had to do was put ona 
cream with no make-up at all. I 
thought the simplest thing was 
to go across London with just 
the cream on. The first day I 
thought, my God am I going to 
be able to do this? When I got 
to the hospital I just burst into 
tears. I was so overwhelmed by 
what I had done. 

“But that broke the cycle 
somehow and I’ve never looked 
back. For a whole year, twice a 
week, I went to the hospital 
with no make-up on apart from 
just a little lipstick. 1am now 
able to go to the corner shop 
and see all my relatives and 
friends who come to the house. 

“[’m not going to say it was 
easy because there were some 
days on the tube when I had a 
lot of staring, and a lot of 
people not wanting to touch 
handles I had been holding. 

“T just felt that by smiling I 
was reassuring people that 
there wasn’t anything seriously 
wrong with me.” 

A new book on the subject, 
Vitiligo: Understanding the loss 
of skin colour, is available from 
The Vitiligo Society. 


Tel: 0171-388 8905 


The New Volkswagen Caravelle 
by Invatravel Conversions 


Various options of wheelchair 
access available on this super new 
model, including: 

* underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts 
° hydraulic lowering rear . 
suspension with spring assisted 


alloy ramp 


independence. 


* manual ramps, etc 
Disabled driver options for full 


Prices start from £17,425. on the road 
excluding all taxes from which 
disabled users are exempt. 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid, 
tel: 01704 506608, Fax: 01704 506607. 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS. 


APPROVED CONVERTER OF 
THE VOLKSWAGEN 
CARAVELLE RANGE 


‘Now lam 


braver’ 


Teresa Harrison, 32, from Not- 
tingham, first lost a tiny patch 
of hair when she was in her 
teens. 

Her hair grew back, but 
several years later after she had 
had her second child, Teresa 
lost 75 per cent of her hair. 
This time the doctor diagnosed 
scarring alopecia and said her 
hair would never grow back. 

“Now I’ve lost 95 per cent of 
my hair and look like a 
Buddhist monk. I do wear a 
wig. I would not dare to be as 
brave as other people and go 
without one. 

“Tt did feel false at first — 
horrible and hot — but you just 
get used to it. It is not as if I’ve 
got the choice that my hair may 
come back. 

“To me, I just look better with 
it covered up and I feel better. 
So long as you feel happy, then 
just go with the flow. Some 
people wouldn’t dream of 
wearing a wig. They think 
‘what a coward’, but it is each 
to their own.” 

Teresa says it was very 
difficult to come to terms with 
her hair loss. 

“People used to say, ‘I didn’t 
realise that you’d lost quite so 
much hair’. One day I got a 
mirror at the back and I could 
see how much hair Id lost. The 
devastation of that moment 
made me think I’d got to do 
something about it. 

“T contacted Hairline 
International — The Alopecia 
Patients’ Society, which does 
help because you do feel alone. 
Now I say ‘I’ve lost my hair. 
Have you got a problem with 
that? Because I haven’t.’” 


Hairline International, Lyons 
Court, Knowle, Solihull, West 
Midlands B93 OLY, tel: (01564) 
775281 
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‘| learnt to accept my face’ 


Cathy Wheatley, 38, from 
Oxford, was seriously injured 
in a car accident in 1988. She 
was left with severe facial dis- 
figurement, losing half her face 
and her nose. Since then, she 
has had several successful 
reconstruction operations. 

“After the accident I could 
have auditioned for 
Frankenstein without any 
make-up but the operations 
were a significant 
improvement. The surgeons 
were trying to save my eye so 
they brought down a flap of 
skin from my forehead and 
covered the eye up and attached 
it to my lower eyelid so I really 
did look like Cyclops. 

“T wanted to conceal that so I 
wore glasses that had a frosted 
lens on one side to try to 


disguise this big lump of skin 
which of course drew more 
attention to it. 

“Then I tried wearing thick 
make-up to try to disguise it. I 
only did that for a very short 
time and again it just seemed to 
make things worse so I gave up 
completely trying to conceal it. 

“People seemed to treat me 
the same whether I tried to 
conceal it or not. I had to try 
and do things that made me 
feel comfortable so I 
continued to wear make-up 
because it is an enhancer and I 
still do wear make-up, but not 
all the time. 

“If 1am going to something 
where I want to make a 
professional impression, | 
certainly do wear make-up, but 
I don’t wear very much. I wear 


it how other women wear 
make-up — to make me feel 
better — it certainly doesn’t 
completely hide things and I 
have no intention of trying to. 

“T had to rediscover my 
identity and come to terms 
with how friends were treating 
me. It was really hard. 

“Then in 1992, I came across 
Changing Faces, a group which 
helped me enormously. I met 
other people in the same 
condition but.also learned 
some practical skills that would 
help me cope. 

“The group helped me to 
learn to accept my face. 
Personality is important and 
how to get your personality 
over.” 


Tel: 0171 706 4232 


‘Mum hid 
blindness — 
but | don’t’ 


Jill Allen King is public rela- 
tions officer for the National 
Federation of the Blind. She 
was partially sighted as a child, 
but for many years she had to 
conceal her disability as her 
mother blamed herself for Jill’s 
blindness. 

Jill, 57, from Southend, says: 
“Thad to have my left eye 
removed as a child and had an 
artificial eye up to the age of 24 
when I had glaucoma and went 
totally blind in the other eye. 
Until then, I used to wear 
glasses so I didn’t look blind. I 
tried to conceal my disability 
all the time because my mother 
didn’t want me to tell anybody. 

“In a way I’m happier being 
totally blind because I’ve got 
nothing to hide. I’ve only got 
one artificial eye now because 
the other one came out a few 
years ago and by the time I got 
to the hospital the socket had 
closed up. But the other eye 
actually looks real and people 
say I look at them as if I can 
see. 

“I don’t think anyone should 
try to conceal their disability 
because it is nothing to be 
ashamed of. You still need help 
from other people however 
independent you are.” 


‘Don’t be devious about disability’ 


Lin Berwick, 47, from 
Hornchurch, is DN’s telephone 
counsellor. She became totally 
blind during her twenties. 

“Tam a wheelchair user and, 
obviously, being totally blind is 
hard to conceal. 

“T can fully understand why 
people don’t disclose their 
disability when they are 
applying for an interview for a 
job. But if you want co- 
operation in the work place 
and start by being devious, you 
can actually create 
antagonism. 


“T went for a job at a bank. I 
walked in the front door and 
the accountant said to me ‘Oh 
blimey, I didn’t know you were 
that disabled but you might as 
well sit down now you are 
here’. To compromise, I told 
them I would work for a month 
without pay and that if, at the 
end of the month, they were 
not happy, we would part 
company. 

“The next day he rang and 
said ‘You’ve got guts girl and 
you deserve a chance’. 

“Within three days of working 


PEGASUS 


GELL BATTERIES FOR DEEP 
CYCLE APPLICATIONS 


¢ Fitted as O.E. to many scooters 


and wheelchairs 
¢ MDA approved 


¢ 700 deep discharges 


¢ 100% gelled electrolyte 


Also available 
¢ Battest discharge tester 
e Elite two stage chargers 


CALL 


TROJAN BATTERIES LTD 


01933 270 370 
For your nearest stockist 


he told me I’d got the job and I 
stayed there for 13 and a half 
years. 

“Tt is a case of believing in 
yourself and going into the 
interview, saying ‘OK there are 
recognised problems here, but 
they are not a problem to me so 
why should they be a problem 
to you?’ 

“T wouldn’t want a job given 
to me on the basis of my 
disability. I want a job on the 
basis of my ability. That’s why 
you’ve got to be up front and 
completely honest.” 


Versalilily es 


KITCHENS 


for the Less-able 


.Why Compromise: 


‘Make Do’ is not an 
option when a 


Versalilily 


kitchen is installed. 


e Solutions to All Combinations of Users « CAD & Planning Service 
¢ Displays at Oldham, Manchester, Avon, Belfast & Hove 
OR ¢ Mobile Trailer Display - We Can Come To You! 
¢ Comprehensive Literature Available 


even more versdtile... 
QUAD Quick Up And Down 


QUAD is a unique manual system developed by Hillpan to facilitate 
the rapid height adjustment of a sink, hob or preparation surface. 


FOR A FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
PLUS DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST 
DISTRIBUTOR TELEPHONE: 


Ashton Road, 
(opp. Copsterhill Rd), 
Oldham, 
Lancashire 
OLS 1LD 


ES = 


MEMBER 


0161 628 6100 
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28 Share your problems 


| want right to die 

| have motor neurone disease 
and am a competent adult with 
firm views about the quality 
and value of my life. 

| have made up my mind that 
if my quality of life reduces to a 
certain point, | would want help 
to end it. | know there are 
doctors willing to perform that 
last, compassionate act of 
care, but as the law stands they 
are not allowed. 

My only option, if | no longer 
feel that | can cope with this 
disease, is a lonely, and quite 
possibly, unsuccessful attempt 
at ending my own life while | 
still have the physical ability. 

The hospice movement 
consistently maintains that 
there is no need for voluntary 
euthanasia because it manages 
the pain of terminally-ill 
patients and, indeed, it does a 
wonderful job of doing that in 
95 per cent of cases. 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 12 Park Cresc 


Apart from my concern about 
the remaining five per cent 
whose pain is not controllable, 
pain is not the only issue. Loss 
of personal dignity and a 
deteriorating quality of life are 
just as, if not more, important. 

In 1993, a national opinion 
poll found that 79 per cent of 
British people were in favour of 
voluntary euthanasia. It seems 
to me that a small proportion of 
the population is imposing its 
opinion on the majority. Surely 
this is against everything that 
we strive for in a democratic 
society? 

| took part in a debate about 
voluntary euthanasia on the 
BBC’s radio programme Does 
He Take Sugar? last year. This 
was followed by a phone-in 
vote, which turned out to be the 
second biggest response the 
BBC has ever had. There were 
3,000 calls to the programme 
in 15 minutes, most 


LORD MAYOR TRELOAR SCHOOL 
FROYLE ALTON HAMPSHIRE GU34 4LA 


O}' 


Full National Curriculum access 

Full range of subjects to GCSE level 

Modified curricula available for students with learning difficulties 
Conductive Education for day pupils aged 5 - 7 


exists to provide 
EDUCATION, INDEPENDENCE TRAINING AND CARE 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 5 - 16 WITH PHYSICAL 
AND LEARNING DISABILITIES 


A unique interdisciplinary education and therapy programme 
(FLAME) for students with Cerebral Palsy 
On-site therapy and medical support, rehabilitation engineering 


and experienced care staff 


College Chaplain; counselling and careers advice services 


For further information, please contact Admissions Secretary 
on 01420 547425 
(Supported by The Treloar Trust, Registered Charity 307103 
which also supports a further education college) 


= love and loneliness 
= bereavement 
= personal problems 


m advice and support 


presumably from disabled 
callers, and | was thrilled that 
2,400 voted to change the law. 

All we want is the right to 
choose for ourselves. We don’t 
want to impose our views on 
anyone else, but we don’t see 
why we should be forced to 
endure unwanted suffering 
because others think we should. 

Choosing voluntary 
euthanasia is not giving up, it’s 
a way of stating one’s final 
decision. If only current 
legislation were changed, | and 
others with terminal diseases 
could have the choice of a 
painless, sure and dignified 
death assisted by a doctor and 
surrounded by friends and 
family. After all, whose death is 
it? 

Annie Lindsell, London 


Many readers, like myself, will 
have read your articles and 
heard you speak in public and 
been impressed by your very 
clear argument that in a demo- 
cratic society, voluntary 
euthanasia should be legally 
available to those with incur- 
able illnesses who choose to 
end their lives when they con- 
sider their quality of life has 
diminished beyond a personally 
tolerable level. 


We feel conned 

In the past we have felt that the 
letters on the letters page were 
not to be trusted, because we 
find it hard to believe that so 
many people with disabilities 
are so inadequate, or that they 
genuinely believe their rela- 


ent, London W1N 4EQ 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 


DN’s telephone counsellor Lin Berwick can give 
disabled people and carers advice and support on 
personal and spiritual problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic counsellor and fully 
accredited Methodist local preacher. Talk to her 
on (01708) 477582 on Thursday afternoons, 
Ipm-Spm and Mondays 6pm-10pm. 


tionship “problems” are any 
different to people who do not 
have any outward “disability”. 

We feel our thoughts have not 
been unfounded because a 
letter (Sheila, Crowborough) in 
your column in June 1996 was 
used almost word for word in 
the February 1997 issue. We 
feel when things like this 
happen people with disabilities 
are being patronised. 

It is so difficult when people 
experience breaches of trust to 
risk confiding in anyone, but it 
is common sense to think that 
when you write to a person 
such as yourself it is not going 
to remain confidential. After 
all, the whole point of the 
exercise is to increase sales of 
the paper. 

Mollie, Co. Durham 


Thank you for writing as you 
did and I will answer the points 
you raise. 

I was surprised to read that 
you have felt that letters were 
not to be trusted. You say you 
find it hard to believe that so 
many people with disabilities 
are so inadequate... ] must say 
I find that suggestion insulting. 

When people write to me with 
problems, I would never 
consider that they are 
“inadequate”, just that they 
have problems like everyone 
else. I do not feel it is up to me, 
or anyone else, to make 
judgements about how people 
feel and see their lives. 

I do not apologise for printing 
a part of a letter twice to 
illustrate how so many people 


Sponsored by B : 


feel. I thought Sheila (not her 
real name) expressed her 
thoughts frankly and 
beautifully and they were 
particularly worthy of 
repetition in the St Valentine’s 
Day issue. After all, if people 
write poems or stories, nobody 
asks why they should not be 
reprinted. 

I do not see how you could 
possibly consider this as 
patronising disabled people. As 
a disabled person, I always seek 
to avoid any suggestion of 
patronising anyone as I hate it 
so much myself. 

Just in case any other readers 
who write to me may worry 
about confidentiality, I would 
like to assure you that every 
reader’s letter is kept 
completely confidential. 
Names of correspondents are 
changed when parts of letters 
are printed and nobody could 
be identified. 

As to increasing the sales of 
the paper, I certainly believe 
that it is important because 
DN contains so much of 
interest and use to disabled 
people. My one consideration 
in writing my column is to 
answer correspondents’ 
questions and concerns as best 
I can. I also reply to everyone 
who writes to me personally 
and usually more fully than it is 
possible to include in this 
column. 


The Voluntary Euthanasia Soct- 
ety, 13 Prince of Wales Terrace, 
London W8 SPG, tel: 0171-937 
7770 


Health & Comfo! 


Classic Stainless Steel Whee 


Self-propelled and attendant operated/car 

Easy folding for convenient storage-or tran 

Full-length or desk length arms 4 

Comfortable - padded armrests and seat;-b 

Non-marking grey rubber tyres — 

Stainless steel frame and skirtguard: no ru 
Prices from £235.00 excluding VAT (exempti : 


We are happy to arrange a demonstration in y 


For more information, please ph 
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DN’s crossword 


Your stars 


By DN’s 
astrologer 
Marion 


be Stanton 

_ TAURUS (21 April-21 May) You 
will be focusing on your own 
immediate needs. Try and keep 
your cool around the 7th and 
don’t try any smooth talking 

_ before the 14th. It might end up 
in arguments. 

GEMINI (22 May-22 June) An 
opportunity to review your 
relationships with family and 
friends arises, especially 
around the 9th. Things will be 
a little clearer from the 22nd. 
CANCER (23 June-23 July) This 
is not a time for action but for 
reflection. The square of Saturn 
and the opposition of Neptune 
to your sign will occupy your 
thoughts with how you want to 
build your dreams. 

LEO (24 July-23 Aug) You are 
being challenged in many 
aspects of your life. Use your 
natural optimism to enable you 
to overcome doubts which are, 
after all, only temporary. 
VIRGO (24 Aug-23 Sept) This is 
a time to express yourself. You 
will find it easier to get through 
to important people this 
month. Don’t let opportunities 
slip through your fingers. 
LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) It’s a 
quiet month for most Librians. 
You could spend some time 
thinking about the structures 
you want to build up for your- 
self that will bring some long 
term benefit. 

SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) With 
Venus, the sun and Mercury 
opposing your sun this month, 
you'd do well to lie low for a 
while or arguments could flare 
up all around you. 

SAGITARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) A 
stressful start to the month 
could give over to outright con- 
frontation unless you give your- 
self a bit of space and time to 
calm down. 

CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
Use the first half of May to 
communicate your needs and 
you should get a desired 
response. If there’s someone 
you’ve been hoping to get 
closer to, now is the time. 
AQUARIUS ( 21 Jan-Feb 19) If 
you feel frustrated in the first 
two weeks of May, don’t 
despair. You should be in a bet- 
ter position to further your 
aims the following week. 
PISCES (20 Feb-20 Mar) A little 
bit of inspiration from a con- 
nection between your sun and 
Mercury, Venus and the sun in 
Taurus could help you to com- 
plete that creative project. 
ARIES (21 Mar-20 Apr) Things 
might seem a bit flat after last 
month’s excitement. Bide your 
time at the start of the month. 


Answers on page 30 


ACROSS 

1. Disability---allowance (type 
of benefit) (6) 

4. Piece of pottery or glass (5) 
8. Lowest point (5) 

9. Impudent (slang) (6) 

10. Clandestine marriage (9) 
12. Droop (3) 

13. Unclear (10) 

14. Travelling bag (8) 

17. Deadly virus (1,1,1,1) 

19. Sane aim (anag) 

20. Remain erect (4,2) 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


DOWN 

1. Underwear (8) 

2. Taped film (5) 

3. Medical assistant (5) 

5. Household mobility aid (5) 
6. Sunshine (8) 

7. Sir takes (anag) 

11. Gripping implement (6) 
12. Medieval punishment 
device (6) 

15. Applaud (4) 

16. Get lower (4) 

18. Type of dance (3) 


Reasons to be cheerful... 


Jacqeline Rogers, from Tiver- 
ton in Devon, thinks disability 
can be hell, but that it can also 
have its uses. 

She says: “I think we should 
consider the positive aspects of 
being disabled, so that when we 
feel depressed by the day-to- 
day struggle, we can consult 
this positive list.” 

@ You can park on a double 
yellow line if you have an 
orange badge. 
© No-one expects you to be 
clever. 
© If you don’t want to visit 
someone you can say “Sorry | 
can’t come because I can’t get 
transport”. 


® Doctors are struck dumb 
when faced with your very dif- 
ferent body to examine. 

® You can wear funny clothes — 
because people don’t like to 
comment. 

© People move aside and apolo- 
gise when you run them over 
with your wheelchair. 

® Social workers give up on 
you. 

@ If you spill your food when 
you are in a restaurant, every- 
one ignores it because they 
expect it of you. 

® No-one expects you to be rich. 
® You can have sex anytime 
you like because no-one thinks 
you can do it. 


INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS FOR PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 


Access Technology * Communication 
Powered Mobility * Special Seating 
Integrated Systems 


Aooress: 

Quest Enasinc Desicns Ltp 
242 Gosport Roap 
FAREHAM 

Hants PO16 OSS 


TELEPHONE: (01329) 828444 
Facsimite: (01329) 828800 


E Mau: saces@QEDLtp.uk.com 


Visit QED on THE INTERNET: 
www.QEDLtp.uk.com 


Please quote ref: Q51 when replying to this advertisement, thank you. 


First Class personal attention 
All Single Rooms 


Views of open countryside 


EI Ei Ee 


Competitive rates 


Need a Break for Yourself or your Carer? 
if so 


Helen Ley House 


Providing Respite Care for People with Multiple Sclerosis 
Offers You 


Qualified Nursing Staff at all times 
Varied choice of Menu including Special Diets 


Daily Outings and other Leisure activities 
Physiotherapy: Aromatherapy: Yoga 
Hairdressing service available on site 
Transport Service from Midlands possible 


Still interested? 

Then write or telephone: The Helen Ley Home, 
Bericote Road, Blackdown, LEAMINGTON SPA 
CV32 6QP. Tel: 01926 313550. Fax: 01926 888972 
Reg. Charity No. 288362 
A warm welcome awaits all our guests old and new 


R.G.N. ENGINEERING LTD 


36 Clermiston Avenue, Edinburgh EH4 7PQ 
Tel: 0131-336 1075/0131-558 1900 
(24hr) Mobile: 0860 302046 
Fax: 0131-539 2220 


Ortho-Kinetics 
Newton Products 


MEYRA 


With a 60Ah/5hr Battery a 
range of 50km can be 
achieved. 
10km/h 

6km/h 

models available 


{nF angar International 


~e A Designer/Manufacturer 
ca Ze. of portable powered 
=i lifting products 
, Pea tie of proven top quality 
Pillow Lift ee 


Booster Floorlift 
(transfer) 


QUAL] 
TWO Vege 
GUAR, Wee 


WHY SPEND MORE MONEY IN A SHOP 
WHEN WE CAN SUPPLY YOU DIRECTLY 
FOR LESS AND A SPECIAL OFFER NOW 
MEANS £50.00 OFF IF YOU BUY ANY 
TWO LIFTS (only one power source 
needed). 


Carer’s 
Emergency 
Floorlift 


Contact Sales Dept: 
Mangar International 
Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 
Tel: (01544) 267674 Fax: (01544) 260287 
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30 Naidex preview 


The first Naidex 
Care Management 
event is a must for 
healthcare 


professionals 
Visit the NEC 


in Birming- 
ham on 13-15 
May where 
over 160 
exhibitors 
will be 


launching 


NAIDEX CARE 
MANAGEMENT 


The UI Health a 


2 new products. 
Special events include the 
popular Mobility Test Track, 
giving carers and clients the 
chance to try out the latest 
products in a simulated but 
realistic environment. A 
comprehensive seminar 
programme will also run 
throughout the exhibition on a 
first come first served basis. 

See the Insignis Powered 
Standing Frame, showcased in 
the Top Ten New Products at 
Naidex 96. Providing powered 
assistance for standing, it 
supports the user safely and 
comfortably. Tel: 0141-889 
1289. 

New from Otto Bock is the 
3R80 hydraulic knee unit, a 
prosthetic knee joint with an 
innovative rotary hydraulic 
design. Tel: (01784) 438841. 

Myco will be introducing an 
adjustable height version of the 
Swivel Shower Chair, a stable 
seat which makes transferring 
into a shower cubicle easier. 


They also have a new version of 
the Swivel Bather, now suitable 
for people weighing up to 20 
stone. Tel: 0181-866 2342. 


The Hammer sportschair, from 
Wheelchair Technology 


Solve the problem of heavy 
sliding doors dragging along 
the floor with ESL’s Bourne 
adjustable length sliding 
shower doors. Tel: (01323) 
765875. 


e Environmental Control 


HUGH STEEPER LIMITED 
Queen Mary's University Hospital, 
Roehampton Disability Centre, Roehampton Lane, 
London $W15 | a 


Tel: 44-(0)181-788 811 


Fax: 44-(0)181-788 0137 


Stand easy with Insignis’ Powered Standing Frame 


ews from Naidex 


Wheelchair Technology will be 
launching the new Colors range 
by Permobil — these sporty 
chairs include the Hammer for 
basketball, quad rugby and 
hockey, the Swoosh for basket- 
ball and the Extreme for tennis. 
Tel: (01642) 241449. 

New products from Michaelis 
Engineering include heated 
ceramic plates with a hot water 
reservoir which keeps food 
warm, as well as new versions 
of the Neater Eater and Neater 
Drinker. Tel: (01298) 23882. 

Kirton Healthcare is 
launching its new chair, the 
Persona Mk II. Features include 
removable arms, a flip-up 
footboard and a choice of two 
pressure reducing seat 
cushions. Tel: (01440) 705352. 

Sit comfortably at work with 
a chair designed to fit your 


body from Advance Seating 
Designs. Tel: 0181-961 4515. 

Get a good night's sleep with 
the new Symmetrisleep Night 
Time System from 
Symmetrikit. It can be used 
with different sleeping 
positions and can be adapted to 
fit your size. Tel: (01531) 
635678. 

Electric Mobility Euro will be 
launching the Rascal 310 7mph 
scooter, which can be easily 
dismantled and is safe for day 
and night driving. Tel: (01935) 
422156. | 

Rehab Robotics has further 
developed the Handy 1, an aid 
to eating and drinking, to assist 
with everyday activities such as 
shaving, applying make-up, 
cleaning teeth, washing, 
playing games and painting 
and drawing. 

If you fancy sailing the seven 
seas, visit the Jubilee Sailing 
Trust, where you could get the 
chance to be part of a ship's 
crew on voyages to Northern 
Europe or even the Canaries. 
Tel: (01703) 449 108. 

Finally, don't forget to pay a 
visit to the DN stand — no. 202! 


Fresh developments for Handy 
1 from Rehab Robotics 


WE LOOK FORWORD TO SEEING YOU ON STAND 121 AT NAIDEX BIRMINGHAM 


Books 


Natural Pain Relief 
by Jan Sadler £6.99, 
Element 


Albert Shweitzer once 
remarked that people fear pain 
more than death itself. When 
you have to live with high-level 
persistent pain, once all medi- 
cal interventions have failed or 
have even made the pain worse, 
to rise up and decide to run 
with chronic pain, with grace, 
humour and a positive yet 
relaxed determination, is more 
than Olympian in my book. 

Jan Sadler has very quietly 
done this for herself over eight 
years. Her book looks at every 
aspect of living with pain from 
the inside, rather than from the 
specialist’s external standpoint. 
She writes in detail of how to 
deal with the darkest thoughts 
and fears that intense pain 
frequently triggers, no matter 
how good we may become at 
handling it. 

Jan’s book is full of well 
observed insights to encourage 


people in pain, over time, to 
empower themselves at a pace 
that suits them; to think 
towards consistently working at 
self-help and, hopefully, 
towards a positive future 
alongside the pain. No instant 
cures are offered and setbacks 
do happen. 

People in chronic pain are also 
advised to consider attending 
an NHS pain management 
programme, and not to throw 
their pain pills away overnight. 
As with all serious life stresses, 
once we can reframe its 
awfulness and view it with 
hope, we become kinder, wiser 
and more patient with 
ourselves. 

The book is a remarkable 
achievement, as Jan has very 
disabling postural spinal pain. 
She writes for as little as ten 
minutes at a time, and then has 
to stop for a few hours before 
going on for another ten. 

Professor Patrick Wall, a 
world eminent pain specialist 
who pioneered this enlightened 
approach to pain, has written a 
very generous foreword. 

No book can have all the 
answers to pain, as each 
person’s pain experience has to 
be subjective. This book is for 
re-reading and for dipping into 
over and over again, especially 
during flare-up time. 

Rosalie Everatt 


Book news 


A must for Glaswegians, 
Jenny Chaplin's Child- 
hood Days in Glasgow 
tells of the past “the way 
it really was”. Published 
by Businesslike in Inver- 
ness-shire, it costs £5. 
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Everyone’s a winner! 


Congratulations to the three 
winners of Mangar Handy Pil- 
low Lifts: Mrs H Butler from 
Aylesbury; Evelyn Reid from 
Paisley, and Yasmin Laibi in — 

London. (See presentation pic- 
tures next month). 

Everyone who entered the 
competition, but did not win, 
will be eligible for a free 
demonstration and special low 

price for the Mangar Handy 
PillowLift. Just contact 
Mangar International sales 
department on (01544) 267674. 


Luxury London break 

Jenny Purnell (above) from 

| Bristol was “absolutely flabber- 

/ gasted” to hear that she was 
the winner of a weekend break 
for two at The Mount Royal 

Hotel in London’s West End. 

By taking out a subscription 
to DN, she became 
automatically eligible for the 

Mount Royal prize draw 
(advertised in the March DN). 
Jenny and her husband win a 
two-night stay including 
breakfast and an evening meal 
on one night. 

She said: “My husband and I 
have both wanted to go to the 
Science Museum in London for 
ages. Now we can go and stay 
in a lovely hotel at the same 


Video top five 


1. TWISTER (CIC): Hurri- 


cane-chasing drama with 


Bill Paxton. el 


2. A TIME TO KILL 
(Warner): Court room 
drama with Samuel L 
Jackson and Sandra Bul- 


lock. | 


3. PHENOMENON (Touch- 
stone): John Travolta has 
supernatural powers and 
encounters strange phe- 


nomena. | 
4. ERASER (Warner): 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
plays the tough guy in this 
action-packed thriller. el 
5. THE CABLE GUY 
(Colombia): Black comedy 
with funny man Jim Car- 
rey. 

Chart supplied by MIRB 


time. We are very excited.” 


Epping Forest getaway 
Maud Wheeler, of Southwark, 
London, is the winner of the 
Spread Your Wings competi- 
tion. DN and the charity 
Winged Fellowship offered 
readers the chance to win a 
respite break worth £600. 

Mrs Wheeler is 90 years old 
and has severe arthritis. She has 
chosen to spend a week at the 
Jubilee Lodge Winged 
Fellowship Centre at Chigwell, 
on the edge of Epping Forest in 
Essex. The Centre has recently 
undergone a £1.4 million refit, 
and runs a full programme of 
events, outings and 
entertainments. 


Amsterdam adventure 
Linda Wilder from Chalfont St 
Peter in Buckinghamshire is 
the lucky reader who won a 
£900 holiday for two to 
Amsterdam in July. 

Wheelchair user Linda, 50, 
will travel with specialist 
company Chalfont Line 
Holidays, and is taking an 
American friend as her carer. 

She said: “I couldn't believe it 
when I found out that I had 
won — I’ve never won anything 
else before. 

“T went to Amsterdam ten 
years ago and it will be really 
interesting to see how things 
have changed and how much 
easier things should be using a 
travel company geared up for 
disabled people.” 

We will run a photo of her on 
holiday in the September issue. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
Across: 1. Living 4. Shard 8. 
Nadir 9. Shirty 10. Elope- 
ment 12. Sag 13. Indistinct 
14. Rucksack 17. AIDS 19. 
Amnesia 20. Stay up 

Down: 1. Lingerie 2. Video 3. 
Nurse 5. Hoist 6. Daylight 7. 
Asterisk 11. Pliers 12. Stocks 
15. Clap 16. Sink 18. Tap 


Net a fishing trip 
There's still time to enter 
DN/ Total Hygiene's fly 
fishing competition. There - 


are two all-expenses-paid — 
trips to Scotland to be won. 
For details, tel: 0171-636 
5020, ext 245. 


Get DN 
delivered 
to your- 
door... 


Individual at home address 
— £16 (12 issues) 
Professional/organisation 
— £25 (12 issues) 


Overseas (airmail) 
— £30 (12 issues) 


Please call the sub- 
scriptions hotline 
tel: 0171-383 4575 
or send a cheque to: 
Disability Now, 

12 Park Crescent, 
London W1N 4EQ 


DisabilityNOWw 


ORLANDO 
FLORIDA 


WITH 


CHALFONT LINE 
HOLIDAYS 


THE QUALITY COMPANY FOR PEOPLE 
WITH DISABILITIES 


2 DEPARTURES ONLY 


TOUR 1: 10-20 NOV 97 


TOUR 2: 4-14 DEC 97 


DON’T MISS OUT 


STARTS AT £995 


PRICE INC 4 DAY DISNEY PASS 
TRANSPORT FROM ORLANDO AIRPORT TO 
HOTEL AND ALL TOUR EXCURSIONS. ASK 
FOR ORLANDO BOOKLET 


CARE OPTIONS AVAILABLE 


TEL: 0181 997 3799 


=clos o mat= 
AUTOMATICALLY 


THE BEST! 


Clos-O-Mat provides 
flushing, washing with 
warm water and gentle 
drying with warm air - all 
iN one simple automatic 
operation. It eliminates 
the need for assistance 
and restores privacy and 
dignity to those unable 
to cleanse themselves 
manually, 


*ldeal for installation in 
hospitals, institutions and 
private homes. 

Can be customised to suit 
individual users. 

*Special twin spray model 
available. 

*First class after-sales service. 

*The most popular shower/ 
toilet in daily use in Britain 
and Europe. 


Warm water washing Warm air drying 


SURVEYS AND DEMONSTRATIONS WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


Reply to Dept. DN, TOTAL HYGIENE LIMITED 


2 Newton Street, STRETFORD, 
Manchester M32 8LG. 
Fax: 0161-866 8223. 


FREEPHOWE: 


The Lynx 
~~ Hand 
Sang, Control... 

ies eee Lhe ONE fully 
interchangeable hand control, fits the 
majority of automatic cars in only five 
minutes and takes seconds to remove. 
No adaptation of the car is required. 
Extend your driving freedom to test 
driving, hire cars and courtesy car. 
LYNX CAR HIRE — at home or 
abroad — we are agents for most of 
the major hire companies. 


Telephone: 01695 573816 
Lynx ACCIDENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
Had an Accident? Not your fault? 
At NO COST TO YOU we will 
provide you with A Hire Car fitted 
with Lynx controls, pay for the repair 
of your car. Recover other losses, i.e. 
Excess and compensation. The negli- 
gent driver’s insurance will pay all 
reasonable costs. Don’t believe it call 

Freephone and find out more: 


FREEPHONE: 0500 60 60 41 


1988 RENAULT ESPACE, Atlas high roof 
conversion, rear ramp, very good condition, 
£5,950.00. Used converted VW Caravelles 


David, Invatravel 
Conversions, 66 Knob_ Hall _ Lane, 
Southport PR9 9QS. Tel: 01704 506608 


THE COMPLETE 
STAIRLIFT SPECIALIST Ss 


/ SALES, INSTALLATION 
& MAINTENANCE 
¥ RENTAL AVAILABLE 
¥ 24 HOUR CALL OUT 
SERVICE 
¥ QUALITY NEW & 
RECONDITIONED LIFTS 
/ USED STAIRLIFTS 
BOUGHT 
¥ LOCAL & NATIONWIDE 
SERVICE 


FOR FREE ADVICE & 
QUOTATIONS _ 


CALL FREE (0500) 300461 
Shilton, Leics - 07071 221777 _ 


THE MARKET 
LEADER! 


0800 374965 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLE REGISTER 


ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS 
LOCATING THE USED VEHICLE YOU 
NEED OR DISPOSING OF YOUR 
EXISTING VEHICLE? 


Register your requirements or vehicle for sale 
with the Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle 


Register 
and let us match buyer with seller. 


For full details of this service telephone 


(01202) 814112 


for lifting wheelchairs, 
scooters and people 
into Cars... 


WE HAVE 
THE ANSWER! 


Ring 01629-813493 
for broch 
freedemo & wYG 


www.demon.co.uk/autochair 


Autochair Ltd Milford Lane Bakewell DE45 1DX 


For details on how 
to place a lineage 
advertisement 
please call: 


0171 636 5020 


Lightweight Wheelchairs 
Spares, Servicing & Repairs 
Powerchairs and Scooters 
Homecare Products 
Personal Service 
Credit Cards accepted 
Phone for a Catalogue: 


01252 547939 


or visit our showroom 
43 Alexandra Road, Farnborough, 
Hants GU14 6BS 
Ramp at rear and free car park 
A company run by the disabled 
- for the disabled! 
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Powerchairg 


Ha [OX 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


New and Nearly New, Electric 
Wheelchairs, 3 and 4 wheel 
Scooters, Lift/Rec Chairs, 


Beds, etc. 
All models wanted and for sale. 


The right one to suit your needs. 


Free advice, 
delivery, 
collection, all 
areas covered. 
Fully guaranteed. 


Ring Free anytime 
0500 357 496 
or — 21 353 oS 


ii major credit Card epie 


THE WHEELCHAIR == 
WAREHOUSE = 


THE LARGEST CHOICE 
IN THE UK FOR 
Manual Chairs - Power chairs - Scooters - 
Sports wheelchairs 


THE ONE STOP SHOPPING 


SOURCE 
Run by disabled people for disabled people 
SALES, HIRE, REPAIRS & 
MODIFICATIONS UNDERTAKEN 
All makes - Impartial advice given 
Home visits available - Free trials 
All guarantees honoured easonable 


MOTABILITY _ rates 
FINANCE AVAILABLE 


The masters 
of mobility 


0181 
569 8955 


Units 1-4, 
Shield Drive, Brentford, 
Middlesex TW8 9EX 


MOBILITY 


INTERDISCIPLINARY WORK WITH 

PROFOUND AND MULTIPLE 

LEARNING DISABILITIES 

One year part-time course for all staff w orking | w with children or 
adults with PMLD - Campus based or Distance Education. 
Advanced Cert or PG Cert - can be built into degree programme 
ENB & CCETSW recognised. 

Post Experience Cert for unqualified staff 

For further details contact Noreen Stacey: 0121 414 3294 or admissions: 0121 414 4837. 


~ Holidays in France for 


disabled people 
AU eae aap DELA eS 


S.E. SPAIN 
Purpose built ground floor holiday apartments. 
Two bedrooms. pool. patie area. shower chair. 
hoist. Towels/Linen included. 
Sandy beaches. relaxing and pleasant holiday 


for Disabled person and their Carer. 

Please write/phone/fax: Lisa Fowler. RAYMAR. 
Unit 1. Fairview Estate. Reading Read_ Henles- 
on-Thames. Oxon RG9 IHE_ 


Telephone: 01491 378446- Fax: 01491 413741 


For brochare contact Mr & Mrs Bartlam, 
40 Rue St Eloi, Courlay, 79440 Deux Sevres 
France. (00.33) 5.49.72.25.37. or English tel. 
contact Heather Bacon. 61395 267034. 


SOMERSET 


Set in 4 acre garden between Wells and 
Cheddar. Wheelchair friendly, self catering 
purpose built holiday accommodation patio and 
BBQ area and car parking. Non smoking, no 
pets, siliing service and laundry available 

Tel. 01934 744187. 


GLEBE FARM HOLIDAYS 
SELF-CATERING COTTAGES 
FOR THE DISABLED 
Glebe Farm, Charles Brayford, 

Nr. Barnstaple, North Devon EX32 7PT 
Telephone: 01598 710241 
Open all year. Wheelchair accessible. 
Equipment available. 

Please contact: Valerie Boddington 


“Campus” Holidays — Cambridge 
Self catering breaks for 
incependent/semi-independent tourists 
in Cambridge. Accessible rooms. Level 
access/wheelchair height amenities. 
Adjustable toilets/basins. Parkes bath. 


Adjustable beds. Volunteer support. 
For brochure 
01223 311416. 


For more information tel: 0181 459 1324 
evenings 


NAISH HOLIDAY VILLAGE: Cilifftop park 
with “excelient™ status, New Milton, Hampshire 
Excellent site facilities withm 100 yds with 
indoorfoutdoor pools: restaurant, bar, take-away 

Fully equipped. two bedroom. fully wheelchair 
accessible log cabin accommodation. Sleeps 6, well 
furnished. Free club membership. 

GRANGE COURT 

HOLIDAY VILLAGE: 

Park with ~good™ status. Goodrington Sands. Devor 
Excelient site facilities within short walk. with 
indoorfoutdoor pools, restaurant. bar. take-away 

Fully equipped, 2 bedroom. fully wheelchair 
accessible mobile home. Sleeps 4-6, well appointed. 
Free club membership. (Purchased with funds from 


seaside site with good facilities, jus 
outside Looe in Comwall. Restaurant, clubhouse. 
indoor pool. Fully equipped and wheelchair 
accessible 2 bedroom chalet accommodation. Sleep 6 
ii furnished and comfortable. Free club 
membership. 
Details: 
ene 


261914 


NOW AVAILABLE 


SELF CATERING & 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 


Specially designed 
for disabled people. 


IN THE U.K., IRELAND, 
EUROPE & U.S.A. 


Telephone: 


01708 863198 


and speak to: 
Tony or Josie 


Excellent 


01425 672055 — Bournemouth 
chanty No 


Mz P. Cash 
Bifida Association, registered 


HARDSTONE HOUSE 


SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS 
_ Nethybridge in Strathspey 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
ties Koliday Care Award Winners” 


R&K Hall, AEF ait: St Breward, 
Bodmin, Cormwall PL30 412. Telephone 
Bodmin (01208) 850277 or 850617. 


R Y SOL — TENERIFE 
Wi wteth accessible aparmenis. Heaied pool mth host 
e ber. SQEret hire. Ring today tor cheapest 
prices on fights. Video avaiable 


ALGARVE — PORTUGAL 
Weectar mendy lwury vilas m Portugal wth semming pods 
or small menchy hot! wath — rooms. Sue coe 123 

cD Tied 


Llandeilo, West Wales 
minty HOLIDAY CARE —— 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, souwthfacmg, wheeichar accessible tuxury 
wenookang ake and set within 38 acres of 


merysiseS ees on-st< facilities including 


Phone: 01403 211509. Fax: 01409 211510. 


Recruitment 


User Involvement in Voluntary Organisations 


RESEARCH FELLOW 


0.3 Appointment (average of 1’: days per week) for 1 year 


Salary: £16,220 p.a. incl. pro rata 

The Centre for Institutional Studies is being supported by the 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation to carry out an action research project 
which aims to assist voluntary organisations in making plans for 
increasing user involvement in their governance and management. 

Essential requirements include: First hand experience as a user of 
community care services; experience of voluntary organisations; 
skills in organisational consultancy or action research; first degree. 
For further details and an application form please contact 
Personnel Services, University of East London, Romford Road, 
London E15 4LZ. Tel: 0181 590 7722 extn: 4321 (answerphone). 
Please quote reference number 8/R/97. Closing date for 
completed applications 13/5/97. 


UNIVERSITY of @: 
EAST LONDON 


The University is an equal opportunities employer. 


@ DISABILITY RIGHTS ADVICE 
WORKERS 
m@ WOOLWICH CAB 
@ £19,332p.a. inclusive - Fixed Term 
Contract for 1 year 
We are seeking two experienced workers to join our busy 
bureau. One full-time position reference no. LR97/07 and one 
position for 30 hours per week (4 days £15,466 p.a.) reference 
no. LR97/08. 
You will be responsible for: 
¢ Providing advice for disabled people and their 


citizens 
advice 
bureau 


London Region 


carers including outreach sessions, and home visits 
where appropriate. 
e Representing clients at appeals tribunals. 
You will be based at Woolwich CAB, which is a busy bureau 
serving a multi racial population, but also will be responsible for 
providing outreach sessions in the borough of Greenwich. 
@ Closing date: 9 May 1997 


For a job information pack, (CV’s not accepted) please senda 
large SAE to the value of 49p quoting job reference number to 
the Bureaux Employment Unit, NACAB London Region, 136- 
144 City Road, London EC1V 2QN. 


Artists required 


OPERATION POSTAL STRIKE © 


_— puacimcveah cg april: ARTS shoe fad es 


LONDON DISABILITY ARTS FORUM, DIORAMA ARTS CENTRE, 
34 OSNABURGH STREET, LONDON NW 11 3ND. 

Please mark oi gt lope POST. AL STRIKE. Deadline: 30 May 1997 

Enguines- LDA! : 


| 916 3484 (minicom available 


—— 
S$ ABtLEO 
2 


e 


YOU ARE VERY WELCOME 
TO COME AND VISITOUR Livre 
DISABLED LIVING CENTRE ————_— 


Are you having difficulties managing every day tasks? 
Have you recently become disabled? 
Are you generally slowing down as you get older? 


Come and see us and find out about the thousands of useful gadgets 
and adaptations that exist to make every day tasks easier and enable 
people to stay independent for longer. We have hundreds of different 
types of disability equipment for you to try out, ranging from simple tap 
tumers for people with arthritis to hoists for those who cannot get in or 
out of the bath any more. If you are disabled or are caring for someone 
who is, you can talk to our expert staff who will give you free, impartial 
advice and suggest solutions. As we do not sell anything, there will be 
no pressure to buy. 

You can come at any time between 10.00 and 3.30 on Mondays, 
| Tuesdays and Fridays. If you would like to come on Wednesdays or 
Thursdays please ring us first to check that the centre is open. Or, if 
you prefer, you can make an appointment by calling 0171 289 6111 
(office hours). 


380 Harrow Ri, LONDON WS 2HU. Registered Charity Number 290069 
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Recruitment (cont'd on page 34 and 35) 


WILTSHIRE & SWINDON USERS’ NETWORK poe 


requires Sen ae 


TRANSPORT s 
DEVELOPMENT WORKER 


Salary £15,375 pro rata — 30 hours per week (3 year post) 
Office base: Semington, near Trowbridge 


To support the growing demand from disabled people to improve 
transport services in North and West Wiltshire by influencing 
mainstream service provision and policy. identifying transport 
needs and resources and ensuring co-ordination of information 
across the district. 


You should understand the role of a user-controlled organisation 
and have direct personal experience of disability. 


For an application pack write to: 


Company Secretary — Wilts & Swindon Users’ Network 
7 Prince Maurice Court, Hambleton Avenue, 
Devizes SN10 2RT 


Closing date for applications: 23rd May 1997 
We are striving to be an Equal Opportunities Employer 


TOWER HAMLETS Sy 


Education & Community Services 


PART-TIME YOUTH WORKERS 


£6.41 - £8.55 per hour depending on qualifications ; 
& experience including LW. Ref: CE/15/480. 


The Cou 
lesbians and gay 
this clent group i meeci and provi ide advice, support an 


variety of issues, such as ‘coming ouf; HIV/AIDS; and ge: ; ) 


net S$ in the process 


of developing ifs 
y men. ‘Phase’ Youth Project aims 


The project needs four part-time youth workers (lwo m 
5 iasies par week each io man the difiesend sess 


have experience of working with young lesbians 
understanding of muilli-oppression issues. 


These posts at xempidrsier Section 7(2)d of the Sex DScrmmiation Act 1975 
For further Getais\regeriing He post please coniact Sficehaks MMizh on 
0171-364 467& Apoiicaton bi eh? 
special minicom Seve ava able for tose wii héerme and specch 
impazment on O17 1-364 448 
Caesing Date 2 May 1997. 


7£-364 4488 A 


2y, semuality, mligion or 22 
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THE UNTVERSITY OF LEEDS 
DISABILITY SERVICES 


DISABILITIES CENCE 


The above position is available immediately t 

team which provides a om ity support servi 

and staff. Applicants should be qua ified | 

equivalent and have at least 3 years experience ¢ 

disability issues together with excellent interpersonal 
communication skills, both oral and written. It is expected that th 
appointee will be someone with a pro-active practical ‘hands on™ 
approach to the advancement of the interests and problems of 
disabled students and staff. 


A thorough knowledge and understanding of reley 

the social dynamics of disability issues are essential. Fam 
information technology. word- processing skills and expen 
work in a University or higher educational environment 
advantageous 


Applications from disabled persons would be p 
St will be on the scale for Administrative Staff Gra 
- £27.985 p.a.) according to qualifications and relevar 
Informal enquiries may be made to Professor Davi 
of Education. tel: 0113 233 4533 


a 
& 


he 


Application forms and further particulars may be obtained from 
Personnel Office, The feiee is of Leeds. Leeds LS2 9JT. tel: 
0113 233 5771, e-mail s.mhartley@registry. 
may also Be downloaded from the World Wide Web address 
http//www_.admin.leeds.ac.uk/jobadverts/index_htm! 


darts 
— details 


leeds. ac uk 


In all enquiries please quote the reference number | 
Closing date for applications 23 May 1997. 


The University of Leeds promotes an Equal Opportunities Pol 


CHOICE 
BEES | N Fama 
a ee 
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CHOICE IN HACKNEY 


an advocacy service run by and for 
disabled people in Hackney, 
wishes to recruit: 


fe PROJECT ADMINISTRATOR 
35 hours per week £12,533 p.a 


To provide administrative and secretarial support to CHOICE in 1 Hackney and facilitate a users” forum. 


The post is funded jointly by the Lomion } aA of Hackney and the East London and City Health 
Authority. . : 
CHOICE also wishes to recruit disabled people for the foll ng p 
2. INDEPENDENT LIVING Ww ORKER 
28 hours per week £19,300 p.a Iape Tata 
To train, advise and support disabled people to acquire independent living S and to set up their self- 


operated personal assistance 


To work in partner: isabl 
tO maintain control over their own lives. 
Both posts are funded for three years by the National Lottery Charities Board. For 
further details and an application pack please contact: 
Choice in Hackney, St. Leonards Primary Care Centre, Second Floor, D Block. 
Nuttall Street, LONDON, N1 5LZ 
Telephone (voice): 0171 613 3206. Minicom: 0171 639 8773. Fax: 0171 739 8599 
Closing were Lis May 23, 1997, 5 pm 


lerce noint CUOOICE x aenen 


ofite GS toe ek Pit. Viiv DD 


Motor insurance 


‘The “Access” Policy| 


L Anis be c= —s =y recrmre in order 
® Litt Is to all the Mi vVRCS UY ICUIUIIC if UF 


on tape. disc. in br 


we oe 


de ou W 
What y fit? 


For a quote please contact | 


’ 
CHARD INSURANCE 
SERVICES (REGISTERED 
BROKERS), 15 HOLYROOD 
| STREET, CHARD TA20 2AH 
| 


01460 61373 


L271 48 ; 


LODGE - 


| Essex 


out inequality 


Goes ou : Epomg Forest Uamonage 
| |Southend nearby. 26 single en-suite 
soms. 5 twin rooms. C 
: 
Motonsed horsis. Ba 
SES @rkera em mowced 
ee a = eS 
ep Oulons. NUFSeS'VO 
sumoort. Social Services re 


From £235 pw. 

For brochure call: 
0171 833 4579 

ext. 132. 


HERNE BAY - KENT 


MMobele homes purpose be per 


Tas = ss 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACANCIES/COURSES 
Please contact the 
Advertisement Director. 
Richard Gresham 
Kingslea Press Ltd 

12 Dock Offices. 

Surrey Quays Road 
London SE16 2XU 

Tel: 0171-252 1362 

Fax: 0171-237 8019 


a Ss. re (ap ped at = 
Aas = = £66) per BOE Fe = 
Brockare from 

Strede Park Foundation. Herne. Ke 
CT6 TNE. — Tet: (01227) 373292. 


>P WHE 


ASHWELLT HORPE HALL Hi TOTEL 


oat ink ARRAN 


SCORE IN FELIXSTOW E 


Respat Mays F me GaN and 


rs. 6 berth carava 


Details and bookings for 199 


Please contact: Jim Bone 
20 Victoria Street. 
Felixstewe IP11 TEW 


bilirynow May 199 


34 Classified 


Shape London 
Training Officer 
(Maternity Cover) 
P&4 17,652 
Full time cover for six months 
maternity leave from June, 


directing arts training programmes 
for deaf and disabled people. 
Closing Date: 14th May 

Details: Shape Recruitment, 
Ref: TOMC, 356 Holloway Road, 
London N7 6PA 


WinVisible 


(women with disabilities) 


seeks Self-help & 
Disability Awareness 
Co-ordinator 
£20,564 pa full-time 


Funded by National Lotteries 
Charities Board 
Experience of disability issues 
and of training/supervising 
volunteers essential 


Equal opportunities employer 
Wheelchair accessible 
Closing date: 21 May 


Send A5 sae for application pack: 
PO Box 287 London NW6 5QU 


© ALERT 


Require an experienced 


PART TIME RESEARCHER 


To work on a six months project on the 
provision of services fo disabled people 
in Waltham Forest facing Harassment, 
Discrimination or Violence. 
Experience of research, understanding of 
the issues faced by disabled people from 
all communities, direct personal experience 
of disability and an ability to work to 
deadlines are essential. 
Based in the ALERT office in Leyton, East 
London - an accessible workplace. 


at £10.50 per hour 
or a 16 hour week 


Contact: John Seddon - 0181 539 3433 
incorporating Minicom. 
Information available on tape, in Braille 
and in large print upon request. 


ALERT is an equal opportunities employer 


Personal 


a 


In a Crisis 
Whatever you’ re going through, 
we'll go through it with you. 
Please phone, visit or write 


The 


0345 90 90 90 


(Calls charged at local rate) 
The Samaritans is a Registered Charity providing 
Confidential and Emotional Support. 
Charity No. 219432 


Sth 
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Pebship Nal 
a Dating Agency open to anyone 
whether disabled or able bodied. 
Tel/Fax 01473 226950 
Lonely, bored and fed up? 
Why not give Handidate a try? 
Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevellier Street, Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP1 2PB 
Member of ABIA 


ind-A-Friend 


Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-Bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


| Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 SHL 
Tel/Fax: (24 brs) UK 01606 49093 
Overseas +44 + 1606 49093 


Disability Now is not responsible for 
claims made in the advertisements 
it prints and all readers are advised 


to check claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 


Recruitment 


University of 
Hertfordshire 


Learning & Information Services 

DISABILITY CONTACT OFFICER 

Part time: 9.25 hours a week (Over 3 half days a week) 

Salary: £11,052 - £12,756 p.a. pro rata i.e. £2,763 - £3,189 p.a. 
The Disability Information Area in our new Learning Resources Centre will provide 
learning facilities and a base for services for disability support to University staff and 
students. We are looking for a part-time Disability Contact Officer to organise, promote 
and develop this important provision and to assist staff and students in its use. 


If you have a good understanding of disability issues, practical IT skills and excellent 
communications, interpersonal and organisational skills, then we would like to hear 
from you. ; 

Further details for the above post from the Personnel Department, University of 
Hertfordshire, Hatfield AL10 9AB or tel: 01707 284802 (24 hour voicemail), 
quoting Ref M7918 DN. Closing date 17 May 1997. 

The University is an Equal Opportunities Employer 


THE UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE IS A REGISTERED CHARITY COMMITTED TO 
THE FURTHERANCE OF EDUCATION 


Development/Support Worker 


S| % Disability Forum 
a S £9,712 (NJC Scale 5) 
ie © (one year contract - 21 hours per week) 


The Disability Forum brings disability groups together to act collectively on 

disability issues and will act as a discussion/consultative and representative 

group.LAPD are looking for someone to support and develop the Forum to 

ensure that all disabilities and all ages and ethnic groups are represented in 
the forum membership. 


Please send large (A4) Stamped addressed envelope 
for application form to: 


Lewisham Association of People with Disabilities 
67 Engleheart Road, London SE6 2HN 


LAPD especially welcomes applications from disabled people. 
Application form is available on tape or large print. 


Closing date for return of application forms is Friday 30 May 1997 
Interviews on Friday 13 June 1997 


WEST OF ENGLAND COALITION OF DISABLED PEOPLE 
require a 
Disabled Person for the post 


CO-ORDINATOR 


Apt & C pt 35-38 £20,229-£21,975 
35 hours per week 
WECODP is a well established campaigning and community 
development organisation. 


The Coalition is an important part of a thriving Disabled people’s 
movement and voluntary sector covering the four counties that used to 
be Avon. 


We are committed toward equal opportunities, we particularly welcome 
applications from Disabled people who experience simultaneous 
oppression. 


For an application pack phone Berni on 0117 942 0721 at The Yard, 
6 Sommerville Road, Bishopston, BRISTOL BS7 9AA. 


Closing date for applications: Thursday 12th June 1997 
Interviews will be held on: Thursday 26th June 1997 
Working Together For Our Right To Equality 


WEST MIDLANDS DISABILITY ARTS FORUM 


advancing Disability culture in the West Midlands 


REGIONAL DISABILITY 
ARTS CO-ORDINATOR 


£18,180 per annum 37 hours per week — 3 year contract 


The newly formed West Midlands Disability Arts Forum is seeking to 
appoint a dynamic and committed Disabled person to this new and 
exciting role. 


The postholder requires an in-depth understanding of Disability politics 
and Disability Arts and will be responsible for leading and developing the 
profile of Disability Arts in the West Midlands together with the 
WMDAF management committee. You will have experience of the above 
together with fundraising, organisational and communication skills. 


If you are interested in applying for this post please write, enclosing a 
first class (26p) stamp to: the Regional Co-ordinator for WMDAF 

c/o Karen Kirkman, West Midlands Arts, 82 Granville Street, 
Birmingham B1 2LH. Applications are available on tape and large print. 


Please note C.V.’s will not be accepted. 


The closing date for applications to be received is F. riday 23rd 
May 1997. Interviews will be held in early June. 
NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 
CHARITIES 
BOARD 


WMDAF is supported by the National Lottery Charities Board and 
West Midlands Arts and is striving to be an anti-oppressive organisation. 


PROJECT OFFICER 


Part-time (18 hours per week) 
Scale 6 Scale point 26 — £16,587 pro rata (incl OLW) 
Hounslow Borough Association of Disabled People are looking to recruit a part-time 
PROJECT OFFICER to extend the current service, support existing staff and contribute to 
fundraising for the Association. 
The post requires: 
* Good written and oral communication skills in English, and good oral communication 
skills in Hindi. 
¢ Understanding of issues facing Disabled people. 
* Ability to work on own initiative and as a part of a team. 
* Experience of fundraising. 
* Administrative experience. 
Section: 5(2) Race Relations Act 1976 applies. Building wheelchair accessible. 
For an application pack please contact 
H.B.A.D.P. at The Voluntary Action Centre, 12 School Road, Hounslow, Middlesex 
TW3 1QZ. Telephone: 0181 577 3226 ext 309/325 
Minicom 0181 572 3923 or Fax 0181 577 3234. 
Closing date for completed application forms is Wednesday 28th May 1997. 
Interviews will be held on the 23rd & 24th June 1997. 


Funded by: 


Disability Action North East 


requires an O 
Information & Admin. Worker orem 
to join in the campaign for full and BOARD 


equal rights for disabled people. 
Salary: £13,644 - £14,717 (scale SO1, 28 hrs per week) 


DANE is a regional campaigning organisation of disabled people. 
Current personal experience of disability is an essential criteria for 
the job. 

For an application form and details, phone David Colley on 0191 490 
1099 (voice & minicomVil), or write to: DANE, John Haswell House, 
Gladstone Terrace, Gateshead, NE8 4DY. 
Closing date for applications: Friday 16th May 


HELPLINE CO-ORDINATOR 
Full-time £15,260 - £15,868 | 


Are you a good communicator? Do you enjoy dealing 
with information in an imaginative and innovative way? 


An opportunity exists for an advice worker to lead and manage a team of 
others who staff the county helpline of a busy Disability Information 
Resource specialising in advice for disabled people, their carers, families 
and healthcare professionals. 


You must have experience in advice work preferably 
with disabled people and a good knowledge of the 
benefits system. You will need to know relevant 
reference material, be able to handle computer 
information systems and set the standards of service for 
the provision of advice to clients whilst keeping abreast 
of the changes in legislation. You will liaise with DIAL UK and work in 
partnership with other advice centres both locally and regionally. A car 
driver is essential. 


If you are flexible and can demonstrate leadership and guidance within an 
environment requiring sensitivity and can work with other professions, then 
we would be pleased to hear from you. 


THE RADCLIFFE 
INFIRMARY 


COUNCIL OF DISABLED PEOPLE 
SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE 


Registered Charity No: 1028144 


Fordsfield, Centre For Disabled People, 
Bury Road, Leamington Spa CV31 3HW 
Telephone and Minicom (01926) 420702 


INDEPENDENT OPTIONS 
RUGBY 


The Council of Disabled People is an organisation run and controlled by 
Disabled people. We are opening up an additional service in Rugby and 
surrounding rural areas supporting Disabled people to live independently in 
the community through the provision of information on Disability issues such 
as Independent Living, Direct Payments and also enabling individuals to 
access mainstream services. 


1. Team Leader 37.5 hours 
£13,233 per annum 


2. Resource Worker, 18 hours 
£12,321 (pro-rata) per annum 


3. Gujurati speaking Resource Worker 18 hours 
£ 12,321 (pro-rata) per annum 


TWO YEAR CONTRACTS (in first instance) 


You will preferably be a Disabled person and/or have personal experience of 
Disability. You will be committed to the civil rights of disabled people to have 
choice and control over their own lives. You should be a good communicator, 
numerate and literate and able to access a simple data-base. Able to travel 
around the Rugby District area essential. In addition the team leader should 
be able to work as a Resource worker and be able to co-ordinate the team 
including liaison with our Projects Director based in Leamington Spa. 


_ Please indicate which post you are interested in. 
For application form (available in large print and on tape) contact the 
above address stating which post you are applying for with A4 S.A.E. 


Applications should be received by 17 May. 
CV’s will not be accepted. 


The Council of Disabled People welcomes applications from individuals 
regardless of impairment, race and culture, gender, sexuality and/or age. 


Disabilitynow May 1997 
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